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CONTACT INFORMATION 

HOMEPAGE 
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de 

ADDRESS 
Institut für Ethnologie und Afrikastudien 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 
Forum universitatis 6 
55099 Mainz 
Germany 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT (GESCHÄFTSFÜHRENDE LEITUNG DES INSTITUTS) 
October 2010 ï September 2011:  Prof. Dr. Matthias Krings 
October 2011 ï September 2012:  Prof. Dr. Raimund Kastenholz 

GENERAL DEPARTMENTAL OFFICE (SEKRETARIAT) 
Andrea Graham   /   Stefanie Wallen 
Phone: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 22798 / ï 39 20117 
Fax: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 23730 
Email: andrea.graham@uni-mainz.de   /   wallen@mail.uni-mainz.de 
Office hours: http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/info/sprechstundensemester.html 

DEPARTMENTAL STUDY ADMINISTRATION (STUDIENBÜRO) 
Head (Studienmanagerin): Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter 

Cristina Gall (Prüfungsverwaltung) Elke Rössler (Lehrveranstaltungsmanagement):  
Email: pruefungsamt-fb07-gall@uni-mainz.de Email: roessler@uni-mainz.de  
Phone: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 20118  
Fax:   ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 23730 

ACADEMIC STAFF OFFICE HOURS (MITARBEITER-SPRECHSTUNDEN) 
Internet:  http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/info/sprechstundensemester.html 

DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARY (INSTITUTSBIBLIOTHEK) 
Phone: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 22 799 
Email: Ifeas-Bib@uni-mainz.de 
Internet: http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/info/bib_sam.html 
Head: Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter 
Staff: Axel Brandstetter 
 Phone:  ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 23786   /   Email:  brandst@uni-mainz.de 

STUDENT REPRESENTATION (FACHSCHAFTSRAT) 
Email: fs-ethnoafri@gmx.de 
Internet: http://www.fachschaft.ethnoafri.uni-mainz.de 

STUDENT ADVISORY SERVICE (STUDIENFACHBERATUNG) 
Magister ñAfrikanische Philologieò: PD Dr. Holger Tröbs 
Magister and Master ñEthnologieò: Cornelia Günauer   /   Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter 
B.A. ñEthnologie und Afrikastudienò: Cornelia Günauer   /   Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter 
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ACADEMIC STAFF 

UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS PHONE E-MAIL 

Prof. Dr. Thomas Bierschenk 39-23978 biersche@uni-mainz.de 

Prof. Dr. Raimund Kastenholz 39-22414 kastenho@uni-mainz.de 

Prof. Dr. Matthias Krings 39-26800 krings@uni-mainz.de 

Prof. Dr. Carola Lentz 39-20124 lentz@uni-mainz.de 

ASSOCIATED COLLEAGUES AND RETIRED UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS  

with B.A./M.A./Ph.D. supervision responsibilities at the department in 2011  

Prof. Dr. Helmut Asche (Honorarprofessor) 39-22798 asche@uni-mainz.de / 
helmut.asche@giz.de 

PD Dr. Ute Röschenthaler 39-22798 Ute.Roeschenthaler@normativeorders.net 

Prof. Dr. Ivo Strecker ï istreck@uni-mainz.de 

FURTHER ACADEMIC STAFF 

Nora Brandecker, M.A.  39-22870 brandeck@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter  39-20119 brandste@uni-mainz.de 

Jan Budniok, M.A. 39-25054 budniok@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Hauke Dorsch 39-23349 dorschh@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. des. Sarah Fichtner 39-22870 fichtnes@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. des. Cassis Kilian (till 31.03.2011) ï kilian@uni-mainz.de 

Godwin Kornes, M.A. (till 31.07.2011) ï kornesg@uni-mainz.de 

Raija Kramer, M.A.  39-20121 rkramer@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Thorolf Lipp (since 01.11.2011) 39-20640 lipp@arcadia-film.de 

Andrea Noll, M.A. (till 31.07.2011) ï nollan@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Anja Oed  39-25933 aoed@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Eva Spies 39-25054 espies@uni-mainz.de 

PD Dr. Holger Tröbs  39-20121 troebs@uni-mainz.de 

PD Dr. Katja Werthmann (till 31.12.2011) 
(on leave till 31.07.2011 for a substitute profes-
sorship at the University of Zurich) 

39-20125 katja.werthmann@antro.uu.se 

RESEARCH STAFF ON FUNDED PROJECTS 

Jan Beek, M.A. 39-24015 beek@uni-mainz.de 

Mirco Göpfert, M.A. (since 01.01.2011) 39-24015 mirco.goepfert@uni-mainz.de 

Gabriel Hacke, M.A. (till 14.04.2011) ï GabrielHacke@web.de 

Dr. Thomas Klein 39-24033 kleint@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Ulrich Kleinewillinghöfer  39-26969 UKWHOME@aol.com 

Dr. Katrin Langewiesche  ï katrinlangewiesche@yahoo.fr 

Sabine Littig, M.A.  39-26969 littig.sabine@arcor.de 

Dr. Uta Reuster-Jahn (till 15.01.2011) ï uta.reuster-jahn@uni-hamburg.de 
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INTRODUCTION 

The year 2011 saw the launching of our new M.A. programme. Together with the B.A. programme, 
which was started in October 2008, it will gradually replace the old Magister curriculum. The new 
M.A. programme, like the old Magister curriculum, provides a solid grounding in Social and Cultural 
Anthropology. Students studying for this degree should be able to pursue professional careers in 
development work, broadcasting and the media, journalism and publishing, public relations, social 
services and other fields, or to pursue careers in teaching and research in university and museum 
settings. 

The following overview highlights other events that marked the past year at our Department in 
various ways: 

In October, Matthias Krings was appointed a full university professor.  

In 2011, the department celebrated Thomas Bierschenkôs 60th birthday. A Festschrift entitled Auf 
dem Boden der Tatsachen: Festschrift für Thomas Bierschenk and edited by Eva Spies and Nikolaus 
Schareika (Göttingen) was presented to Thomas Bierschenk on 18th June, during the 4th European 
Conference of African Studies in Uppsala/Sweden. Many of his friends and colleagues came to the 
reception to celebrate his birthday as well as the book launch with him. 

In September 2011, several members of the department were elected to the Board of Directors of 
the German Anthropological Association (GAA ï Deutsche Gesellschaft für Völkerkunde, DGV). 
Carola Lentz was elected President, Matthias Krings was elected Vice-President, and Ute 
Röschenthaler was elected Treasurer of the GAA. The members of the Board of Directors function 
as convenors of the next biennial conference of the GAA, which will take place in October 2013. 
Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Hauke Dorsch and Eva Spies constitute the Advisory Board of the GAA; 
Silja Thomas is administrator of the GAA.  

The department has been fortunate to welcome several new colleagues in 2011: In June, Helmut 
Asche, a leading economist of Africa, was appointed a óHonorarprofessorô (honorary professor) at the 
department. In November, Thorolf Lipp was appointed a visiting professor (Gastdozent) of the 
Gutenberg Teaching Council. Andrea Graham has joined the departmentôs general office (Sekre-
tariat). The departmentôs óStudienbüroô for the administration of B.A. and M.A. courses and examina-
tions has been expanded. Our new colleague Elke Rössler now administers the courses, whereas 
Cristina Gall is responsible for the administration of the ever-growing number of examinations. 

Having returned from substitute professorships in Halle-Wittenberg and Zurich respectively, which 
she had held for three semesters, Katja Werthmann left the department at the end of the year to take 
up a permanent position as senior lecturer at the Department of Cultural Anthropology and Ethno-
logy, University of Uppsala/Sweden. Uta Reuster-Jahn, who left the department in January 2011, is 
now a lecturer in Swahili at the University of Hamburg. Other colleagues have changed their func-
tions but remain in the department: Cassis Kilian has completed her Ph.D. research. Gabriel Hacke 
is continuing his Ph.D. research. Godwin Kornes and Andrea Noll are also continuing their Ph.D. 
research, funded by scholarships from the Scholarship Foundation Rhineland-Palatinate and the 
German Academic Exchange Service, DAAD, respectively. 

A new research project was launched in January 2011, ñSignifications of Oil and Social Change in 
Niger and Chad: An Anthropological Cooperative Research Project on Technologies and Processes 
of Creative Adaptation in Relation to African Oil Productionò. This project, which is funded by the 
DFG till 2014, is directed by Andrea Behrends (Halle), Nikolaus Schareika (Göttingen), and Thomas 
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Bierschenk. Two research projects have been granted extensions: The project ñStates at Workò, 
directed by Thomas Bierschenk and Mahaman Tidjani Alou (Niamey/Niger) and funded by the Volks-
wagen Foundation, till December 2012 and the project ñThe Poetics and Politics of National Com-
memoration in Africaò, directed by Carola Lentz and funded by the programme PRO Geistes- und 
Sozialwissenschaften 2015, JGU, till November 2012. Two research projects were successfully ter-
minated in 2011: The project ñThe Negotiation of Culture: Video Films and Bongo Flava Music in 
Tanzaniaò, directed by Matthias Krings and funded by the DFG, and the project ñReligious Encoun-
ters in Madagascar and the Differentiation of Modernityò, directed by Eva Spies and funded by the 
Forschungsfond of the JGU. 

In June, Anna-Maria Brandstetter was appointed coordinator of the partnership between the National 
University of Rwanda in Butare and the JGU until March 2013. Together with the Rwandan partners 
she will evaluate the current cooperation and put forward a proposal how the cooperation could be 
carried on and developed further. 

In 2006, the Sulzmann Foundation (JGU) established the Sulzmann Award, which is granted 
annually to students of the department who have written outstanding Masterôs or Ph.D. theses on 
Sub-Saharan Africa. In 2011 the jury decided to share the award between Cassis Kilian and Annika 
Witte. Cassis Kilianôs Ph.D. thesis, which is entitled ñSchwarz besetzt: Planspiele im afrikanischen 
Filmò and which was supervised by Matthias Krings, is based on research carried out in the context 
of the research project ñóWhite Rolesô in African Film: On the Intercultural Negotiation of Identitiesò. 
Annika Witteôs M.A. thesis, which is entitled ñGrauzonen. Funktionsweisen der Beniner Polizei und 
ihr Verhªltnis zur Bevºlkerungò and which was supervised by Thomas Bierschenk, is based on 
fieldwork in Benin carried out in the context of the research project ñStates at Workò. 
The department congratulates former Ph.D. student Nassirou Bako-Arifari, who was appointed 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of his home country, the Republic of Benin. Anthropology student Ellen 
Hoffers received a óspecial recognitionô during the 2011 award of the Afrika-Journalistenpreis of the 
Bayreuth International Graduate School of African Studies (BIGSAS) for her essay entitled ñAfrika in 
unseren Kºpfenñ. The essay was published online on the website of the German TV station ARD 
(http://www.ard.de/kultur/archiv/afrika/afrika-unabhaengigkeit/-/id=1416066/nid=1416066/did=1414054/w2vjqp). In April 
2011, Anthropology student Elena Hofferberth participated in the worldôs biggest simulation of the 
United Nations in New York, a conference that annually brings together over 5,000 young people 
from around the world to discuss diverse issues of international relations. 

Among the visitors to the Department we were especially honoured to receive Marianne Grosse, 
Head of the ñDezernat für Bauen, Denkmalpflege und Kultur (Dezernat VI)ò (Department of Building, 
the Preservation of Monuments and Historic Buildings, and Culture) of the City of Mainz.  

Raimund Kastenholz 
Head of Department 
April 2012 
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES 

The Department of Anthropology and African Studies at the JGU is an interdisciplinary institution 
which covers a broad spectrum in both research and teaching activities. These include classical 
topics in anthropology but also topics such as the politics and sociology of development, modern 
popular culture (particularly literature, music, theatre and film), as well as the languages of Africa. 

The departmentôs academic staff includes four full professors:  

¶ THOMAS BIERSCHENK (CULTURES AND SOCIETIES OF AFRICA) 
 Staff in 2011: Sarah Fichtner and Eva Spies 

¶ RAIMUND KASTENHOLZ (AFRICAN LANGUAGE STUDIES) 
 Staff in 2011: Raija Kramer and Holger Tröbs 

¶ MATTHIAS KRINGS (ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN POPULAR CULTURE) 
 Staff in 2011: Hauke Dorsch and Cassis Kilian 

¶ CAROLA LENTZ (ANTHROPOLOGY) 
Staff in 2011: Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Jan Budniok, Godwin Kornes, Andrea Noll, Anja Oed 
and Katja Werthmann 

Further staff are employed in a number of research projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The department offers degrees at the BACHELOR OF ARTS (B.A.), MASTERS (M.A.), and 
PH.D. levels. The focus of the curriculum and research programme rests on modern Africa. Teach-
ing and research are going hand in hand, and advanced students are actively involved in research 
projects. 

Photo: Thomas Hartmann.   © JGU 
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In all these endeavours collaboration with African colleagues plays a central role. The department 
publishes the series MAINZER BEITRÄGE ZUR AFRIKAFORSCHUNG (editors: Thomas Bier-
schenk, Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Raimund Kastenholz, Matthias Krings and Carola Lentz. Cologne: 
Rüdiger Köppe). In 2011, two new volumes were published: 

¶ Nikolaus Schareika, Eva Spies and Pierre-Yves Le Meur (eds.), Auf dem Boden der Tatsa-
chen: Festschrift für Thomas Bierschenk  (Mainzer Beiträge zur Afrikaforschung, 28) 

¶ Thomas Bierschenk and Eva Spies (eds.), 50 Jahre Unabhängigkeit in Afrika ï Kontinuitäten, 
Brüche, Perspektiven. (Mainzer Beiträge zur Afrikaforschung, 29) 

Bibliographic information on all titles of the series can be found online at http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz. 
de/zeitschriften/Mainzer_bei.html or at http://www.koeppe.de/reihen_details.php?id=41. 

Furthermore, the department pub-
lishes an online series of working 
papers, ARBEITSPAPIERE DES 

INSTITUTS FÜR ETHNOLOGIE 

UND AFRIKASTUDIEN DER JO-
HANNES GUTENBERG-UNI-
VERSITÄT MAINZ / WORKING 

PAPERS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

AND AFRICAN STUDIES OF 

THE JOHANNES GUTENBERG 

UNIVERSITY OF MAINZ (ma-
naging editor: Eva Spies). In 
2011, eight new working papers 
(nos. 124-131) were published 
(http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/workingpapers/Arbeitspapiere.html). 

The department hosts the online journal SWAHILI FORUM (editors: Rose Marie Beck, Maud Devos, 
Lutz Diegner, Uta Reuster-Jahn, Clarissa Vierke) (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/SwaFo). 

The departmentôs facilities include a DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARY (Institutsbibliothek), which com-
plements the holdings of the University Library, as well as the JAHN LIBRARY FOR AFRICAN 

LITERATURES (Jahn-Bibliothek für afrikanische Literaturen), the AFRICAN MUSIC ARCHIVES 

(Archiv für die Musik Afrikas), and the ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY COLLECTION (Ethnographische 
Studiensammlung). 

DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARY 

The departmental library comprises approximately 50,000 volumes as well as about 70 journals. A 
video archive comprising ethnographic films, documentaries on African cultures and societies and on 
current events in the region as well as music clips and African films is an additional resource 
available to students, researchers and faculty. 
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THE JAHN LIBRARY FOR AFRICAN LITERATURES 

The Jahn Library (http://www.jahn-
bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de), headed 
by Anja Oed, is one of the earliest and 
most comprehensive research facilities 
for African literatures in Europe and 
beyond. Its collection comprises crea-
tive writing from Africa in more than 
eighty languages, including classics in 
African literatures as well as works by 
less well-known writers and locally pro-
duced literary works. The collection 
also holds translations, film adaptations 
of literary works and audiobooks, as 
well as a large number of critical sour-
ces and academic journals. 

About every four years, the Jahn Library organises an International Janheinz Jahn Symposium fo-
cusing on a central issue in African literary studies. The 10th Janheinz Jahn Symposium will take 
place in 2012 on ñThe Violated City: Urban Dystopias in 21st-Century African Literatureò; the call for 
papers has been published on the Jahn Libraryôs website. The symposium will be held in conjunction 
with the Africa-Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies as an AEGIS Thematic Conference. 

A new area on the Jahn Libraryôs 
website has been created to tie in 
with Janheinz Jahnôs pioneering 
bibliographic work on African litera-
tures. A start was made in Novem-
ber 2011 with the publication of a 
bibliography by Ranka Primorac 
(Southampton),  ñAn Overshadowed 
Literature: Mapping the Field. A 
Bibliography of Zambia's Literature 
in English". The publication was ce-
lebrated with an ñEvening of Zambi-
an Literatureò on 15th November, 
featuring a lecture by Ranka Primo-
rac herself as well as a reading by 
Zambian writer Namwali Serpell. In 
the meantime, a second bibliogra-
phy has been published, ñGhanaian 

Theatre: A Bibliography of Primary and Secondary Sourcesò by James Gibbs. 

A showcase at the entrance to the Jahn library displays treasures from the collection. In 2011, the 
series of showcase displays featuring the literary work of African writers in the 21st century was 
continued with displays on Emmanuel B. Dongala, Meja Mwangi, Aminatta Forna, Sefi Atta and 
Paulina Chiziane. 

Shelf with titles in Swahili.  Photo: Thomas Hartmann. © JGU 

Zambian writer Namwali Serpell presenting the volume in which her first 

short story was published in the Jahn Library.     Photo: Ranka Primorac. 
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The logo of the AMA (designed by Axel 

Brandstetter and Hauke Dorsch) 

AFRICAN MUSIC ARCHIVES (AMA) 

The African Music Archives (http://www.ama.ifeas.uni-
mainz.de) was established in 1991. Its collection focuses 
primarily on popular music from Sub-Saharan Africa, a 
musical genre underrepresented in collections else-
where, but it also includes recordings of ótraditionalô 
music. Material is available on different media such as 
shellac and vinyl records, CDs and DVDs, VHS and 
audio cassettes. Recordings from Ethiopia, Cameroon, 
the Republic of the Congo and the DR Congo, Ghana, 
Kenya, Nigeria and Tanzania are well represented. How-
ever, the AMA collects music from every African country. 
Finally, journal articles, reports, interviews, and reviews 
published in both the African and European popular 
press are available for research. 

After re-opening the AMA in 2010, Hauke Dorsch, the Archivesô new director, focused on the re-
organisation of the collection, that is, its cataloguing and digitisation. Further steps have been under-
taken to reach out to the scientific community to assure the Archivesô visibility locally and interna-
tionally. This includes the co-operation with the ASC Leiden, which resulted in a workshop at 
ELIAS/ECAS 2011 in Uppsala, in giving a number of interviews for newspapers, local radio and TV 
stations and an African art website, writing press articles, launching a Facebook site and updating 
the Archivesô website. Finally, the AMA was re-integrated into the curriculum of the department by 

offering courses on 
African music and by 
inviting students to use 
the AMAôs facilities. 

The AMA organised 
workshops on media 
programmes, introduc-
tions to archival re-
search, and a visit to a 
local radio station for 
students. In order to be 
more visible on cam-
pus the AMA launched 
an events series called 
ñDas AMA stellt sich 
vorò (The AMA introdu-
ces itself). 

Apart from  a number 
of scholars (many of 

them from Gießen University), some musicians, including Julien Babinga, Aziz Kuyateh, Pa Jobarteh 
and Karamo Kuyateh, used the Archives as a source of information and inspiration.  

Students and Director of the AMA during a radio broadcast.   
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ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION 

The departmentôs ethnographic collection was started in 1950 by Dr. Erika Sulzmann, who, in 1948, 
became the first lecturer in Anthropology at the newly established Institut für Völkerkunde at the JGU 
and immediately began to build up an ethnographic collection. From 1951 to 1954 she spent more 
than two years in the Belgian Congo (now Democratic Republic of Congo) and carried out fieldwork 
among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equatorial rainforest. She collected more than 500 objects, which 
formed the original core of the departmentôs holdings, and constantly enlarged the collection during 
her further research trips to the Congo between 1956 and 1980. 

Today the collection encompasses about 3,200 objects, mainly from Central and West Africa, but 
also from Australia, Papua New Guinea and the South Pacific. Since 1992 Anna-Maria Brandstetter 
has been the collectionôs curator.  

The collectionôs items are used in teaching. Students learn how to conserve items and how to study 
them properly. The year 2011 was marked by various activities addressed to a wider public. The 
collection participated in the Mainz Art Biennial ñ3xklingelnò with the exhibition ñTreasures from Africa 
and Oceaniaò (see chapter ñActivitiesò). Several objects from the collection were on loan to different 
exhibitions. First, in ñWunderkammerò, an installation realised by M.A. students from the University of 
Applied Sciences, Mainz, as part of the project ñskop: Kommunikationslabor f¿r Wissenschaft und 
Gestaltungò (14th April ï 30th June 2011). Two other skop projects ï ñArchives and Collectionsò (a 
photo exhibition) and ñGraphic Abstractsò (an edition of ten posters about scientific finds) ï were 
realised in cooperation with the collectionôs curator (skop.gutenberg-intermedia.de). Second, in the 
historical exhibition ñvorbildlichò, featuring the careers of 17 female scholars from the JGU (14th 
November 2011 ï 15th February 2012), with portraits of three anthropologists who worked in the 
department: Elisabeth Grohs, Ulla Schild and Erika Sulzmann. The biographical presentations were 
complemented by exhibits, collected by Elisabeth Grohs and Erika Sulzmann during their fieldwork in 
Tanzania and the Congo (Kinshasa) respectively. Third, in the exhibition ñbunt!? Farbwelten erle-
ben!ò, curated by Nicole Fischer at the Museum of Natural History in Mainz (18th November 2011 ï 
1st July 2012); an internship at the Museum enabled Anthropology and African Studies student 
Daniel Polte to get hands-on experience presenting ethnographic objects to a broader public. 

 

The Ethnographic Collection.    Photo: Domen Kolsek, 2011 
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RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Significations of oil and social change in Niger and Chad 

An anthropological cooperative research project on technologies and processes of creative 
adaptation in relation to African oil production 

Project of the DFG Priority Programme 1448 òAdaptation and Creativity in Africa ð 
Significations and Technologies in the Production of Order and Disorderó 

Project directors: Andrea Behrends (Halle), Nikolaus Schareika (Göttingen), Thomas Bier-
schenk 

Cooperation partners in Africa: Centre de Recherche en Anthropologie et Sciences Humaines 
(CRASH), NõDjamena/Chad: Remadji Hoinathy; Laboratoire dõ£tudes et de 
Recherches sur les Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Locale 
(LASDEL), Niamey/Niger: Mahaman Tidjani Alou, Jean-Pierre Olivier de Sardan, 
Hadiza Moussa 

Duration:  March 2011 ð February 2013 

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). 

http://www.spp1448.de/projects/oil-and-social-change 

Oil will remain the central carrier of energy in global industry and the provision of services in the fore-
seeable future. Crude oil is also the basis for uncountable materials and thus essential for modern 
commodity production. Against the background of finite and ï at least in public perception ï diminish-
ing reserves, increasing demand in countries like China and India and, connected to that, rising oil 
prices, hitherto untapped and less lucrative reserves are dramatically rising in significance. The Afri-
can continent and its coastlines with their enormous potential in oil reserves are now the focus of 

The Chinese oil refinery near NóDjamena, Chad. Photo: Andrea Behrends 
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A petrol filling station in the oil region of Southern Chad. Photo: Andrea Behrends 

new explorations and exploitations by multinational and national oil companies. Niger and Chad, 
landlocked neighbours in the Sahel region, are two of these new petro-states. From a regionally 
comparative and ethnographically rich perspective, the research project aims to determine which 
processes of social, political and cultural change ï particularly during the early phase ï are triggered 
by oil production and the new flow of oil revenues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a theoretical basis, the project aims at adding a decidedly anthropological perspective to the eco-
nomics and political-science dominated expertise on oil in Africa. In a sense, what we are hoping for 
is to produce an anthropology of the African oil-based rentier state. To this end, the project will 
conduct ethnographic long-term studies about social and political practice on the local level as well 
as processes of signification and the creative adaptation of interpretative and practice-oriented 
models in relation to oil production.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


