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Personal Profile 
 

ACADEMIC DEGREES 

June 1988 Diplomphilologe/Orientalist with a specialization in West African 
Languages (Maninka, Bambara, Hausa), State University Leningrad 

January 1994 Magister Artium in African Languages and Linguistics (major subject) 
as well as Slavonic Studies and General Linguistics (minor subjects); 
University of Cologne 

June 1998 PhD in African Languages and Linguistics; University of Cologne 

July 2007 Habilitation in African Languages and Linguistics, Johannes Gutenberg 
University Mainz 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

Sept. 1998-Aug. 2002 „Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter“, Department of Anthropology and 
African Studies, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Project funded 
by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG): Descriptive Grammar 
and lexical documentation of the Duun-Branch (so-called „Samogo“-
languages, Mali and Burkina Faso)  

April 2005-March 2007 „Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter“, Department of African Languages 
and Linguistics I, University of Bayreuth (Project funded by the 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG): Property concepts in West 
African languages) 

since April 2007 „Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter“, Department of Anthropology and 
African Studies, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (mainly 
responsible for teaching Bambara and Swahili) 

 


