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GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
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ADDRESS 
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Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 
Forum universitatis 6 
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Germany 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT (GESCHÄFTSFÜHRENDE LEITUNG DES INSTITUTS) 
October 2012 ï September 2013:  Prof. Dr. Thomas Bierschenk 
October 2013 ï September 2014:  Prof. Dr. Carola Lentz 
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Andrea Graham   /   Stefanie Wallen 
Phone: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 22798 / ï 39 20117 
Fax: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 23730 
Email: andrea.graham@uni-mainz.de   /   wallen@mail.uni-mainz.de 

DEPARTMENTAL STUDY ADMINISTRATION (STUDIENBÜRO) 
Head (Studienmanagerin): Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter 

Cristina Gliwitzky (Prüfungsverwaltung) Elke Rössler (Lehrveranstaltungsmanagement): 
Email: pruefungsamt-fb07-gliwitzky@uni-mainz.de Email: roessler@uni-mainz.de  
Phone: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 20118  
Fax:   ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 23730 

DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARY 
(BEREICHSBIBLIOTHEK ETHNOLOGIE UND AFRIKASTUDIEN) 
Phone: ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 22799 
Email: bbethno@ub.uni-mainz.de 
Internet: http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/78.php  
Staff: Axel Brandstetter 
 Phone:  ++49 ï (0)6131 ï 39 23786   /   Email:  brandst@uni-mainz.de 

STUDENT REPRESENTATION (FACHSCHAFTSRAT) 
Email: fs-ethnoafri@gmx.de 
Internet: http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/162.php 

STUDENT ADVISORY SERVICE (STUDIENFACHBERATUNG) 

Magister òAfrikanische Philologieó and Master òLinguistik ð Schwerpunkt Afrikanistikó: 
PD Dr. Holger Tröbs, Prof. Dr. Raimund Kastenholz 

Magister and Master òEthnologieó and B.A. òEthnologieó: 
Cornelia Günauer (till 12/2013), Céline Molter (since 01/2014), Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/
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CONTACT INFORMATION OF ACADEMIC STAFF 

UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS PHONE E-MAIL PHONE 
++49-
(0)6131- 

E-MAIL  

 

Prof. Dr. Thomas Bierschenk 39-23978 biersche@uni-mainz.de 

Prof. Dr. Raimund Kastenholz 
(on sabbatical leave from 10/2013 to 
03/2014) 

39-22414 kastenho@uni-mainz.de 

Prof. Dr. Matthias Krings 
(on sabbatical leave from 10/2013 to 
03/2014) 

39-26800 krings@uni-mainz.de 

Prof. Dr. Carola Lentz 
(on leave from 10/2012 to 07/2013)  

39-20124 lentz@uni-mainz.de 

ASSOCIATED COLLEAGUES with special supervision responsibilities at the department 

Prof. Dr. Helmut Asche (Honorarprofessor) 39-22798 Helmut.Asche@evaluierungsinstitut.de 

PD Dr. Ute Röschenthaler 39-22798 Ute.Roeschenthaler@normativeorders.net 

FURTHER ACADEMIC STAFF 

Dr. Anna-Maria Brandstetter  39-20119 brandste@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Jan Budniok 39-25054 budniok@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Hauke Dorsch 39-23349 dorschh@uni-mainz.de 

Christine Fricke, M.A. 39-20640 frickec@uni-mainz.de 

Cornelia Günauer, M.A. (till 12/2013) 39-22870 cguenau@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Cassis Kilian (03-10/2013) 39-24813 kilian@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Raija Kramer  39-25054 rkramer@uni-mainz.de 

Céline Molter, M.A. (since 01/2014) 39-22870 molterc@uni-mainz.de 

Konstanze NôGuessan, M.A. (since 04/2013) 39-24015 nguessan@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Anja Oed  39-25933 aoed@uni-mainz.de 

Mareike Späth, M.A. (since 04/2013) 39-22870 spaethm@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Eva Spies 39-20640 espies@uni-mainz.de 

PD Dr. Holger Tröbs  39-20121 troebs@uni-mainz.de 

Yamara-Monika Wessling, M.A. (since 01/2013) 3924813 wessliny@uni-mainz.de 

RESEARCH STAFF ON FUNDED PROJECTS 

Jan Beek, M.A. 39-24015 beek@uni-mainz.de 

Marie-Christin Gabriel, M.A. (since 04/2013) 39-38420 gabriel@uni-mainz.de 

Mirco Göpfert, M.A. 39-24015 mirco.goepfert@uni-mainz.de 

Susanne Kathrin Hoff, M.A. (since 07/2013) 39-24032 susahoff@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Cassis Kilian (03-10/2013) 39-24813 kilian@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Thomas Klein (till 06/2013) 39-24033 kleint@uni-mainz.de 

Dr. Ulrich Kleinewillinghöfer  39-38421 UKWHOME@aol.com 

Sabine Littig, M.A.  39-38421 littig@uni-mainz.de 

Holger W. Markgraf, M.A. (since 09/2013) 39-38421 holgerk2@gmx.net 

Afra Schmitz, M.A. (till 11/2013) 39-20123 afraschm@students.uni-mainz.de 
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INTRODUCTION 

While the team of Omega Couture in Bongouanou, Côte dôIvoire ï as portrayed on the cover of our 
annual report ï are parading entrepreneurial and, by extension, national excellence on the occasion 
of the Independence Day celebrations on 7th August 2013, we want to use this opportunity to share 
some of the academic highlights of the departmentôs year. 

Throughout 2013, members of the department were involved with the ORGANISATION OF INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCES, including the biennial conference of the German Anthropological As-
sociation (GAA) (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Völkerkunde/DGV) in Mainz in October on ñLocations: 
anthropology in the academy, the workplace, and the public sphereò. The GAA conference, which 
attracted over 450 registered participants, was convened by Carola Lentz as president of the GAA, 
supported by the other members of the GAA executive: Anna-Maria Brandstetter, Hauke Dorsch, 
Matthias Krings, Ute Röschenthaler, and Eva Spies. Afra Schmitz acted as conference coordinator, 
supported by Silja Thomas (executive office, GAA). The GAA conference was preceded by a GAA 
summer school entitled ñMit Notizblock und Smartphone. Ethnologische Verortungenò in Worms in 
September, organised by Jan Beek, Mirco Göpfert, Cornelia Günauer, Godwin Kornes, Konstanze 
NôGuessan, Mareike Späth and Yamara Wessling. Other conferences included a workshop in Mainz 
in June on ñJust police work: ethnographic research on the police in Africaò organised by Carola 
Lentz, Jan Beek and Mirco Göpfert; the 2nd Mainz Symposium on Social and Cultural Studies 
(SOCUM) on ñPractices and their bodiesò in Mainz in April, organised by Matthias Krings and col-
leagues from the JGU; a conference in Mainz in April on ñInterculturality, transmediality, and hybridity 
of the Western genreò, organised by Thomas Klein; a workshop in Ouagadougou in February entitled 
ñCompetition and cooperation in African religions: a workshop on concepts and methods for the 
critical study of religious pluralism in Africaò, organised by Eva Spies and colleagues from Bayreuth; 
as well as a conference in Ouagadougou in January on ñHow does transnational mobility transform 
cultural production? Informality and remediation in African popular culturesò, organised by Ute 
Röschenthaler and colleagues from Naples, Lagos and Dakar. 

Several new RESEARCH PROJECTS were launched in 2013. These include two subprojects of the 
JGU research group 1939 ñUn/doing differences: practices of human differentiationò, funded by the 
DFG ï ñMarking ethnic and national differences in African national-day celebrationsò, directed by 
Carola Lentz, and ñAlbinism: cultural classification and its social consequencesò, directed by Matthias 
Krings ï as well as a project on ñA grammar of the verb in Mbum (Adamawa language, Cameroon)ò, 
directed by Raimund Kastenholz and funded by the DFG. Another project ï ñIm Spannungsfeld von 
säkularen Entwicklungsprojekten und religiösem Sendungsbewusstsein. Die Ahmadiyya Bewegung 
und Humanity First in Westafrikaò, directed by Kathrin Langewiesche ï has been granted funding by 
the Gerda Henkel Foundation and will be launched in early 2014. 

Three research projects were successfully terminated in 2013: ñStates at work: public services and 
civil servants in West Africa: education and justice in Benin, Ghana, Mali and Nigerò, directed by 
Thomas Bierschenk and Mahaman Tidjani Alou (Niamey) and funded by the Volkswagen Founda-
tion; ñThe poetics and politics of national commemoration in Africaò, directed by Carola Lentz and 
funded by the programme PRO Geistes- und Sozialwissenschaften 2015, JGU; and ñGlobal Wes-
tern: intercultural transformations of the American genre par excellenceò, directed by Thomas Klein 
and funded by the DFG. 

Expanding its international cooperation, the department has signed two NEW ERASMUS AGREE-
MENTS with the Department of Social Anthropology and Ethnology of the Bordeaux Ségalen Univer-
sity and the Centre of African Studies (CAS) of the University of Copenhagen. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF FACULTY MEMBERS AS WELL AS STUDENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
have been recognised by several honours and awards. Christine Fricke was accepted into the 
Christine de Pizan mentoring programme of the JGU. Students of the department have won two of 
the prizes awarded annually for outstanding theses by the Faculty of Historical and Cultural Studies, 
JGU. Elena Hofferberth was honoured for her Masterôs thesis entitled ñLa justice au village. Akteu-
re und Dynamiken der Konfliktregelung im ländlichen Beninò, supervised by Thomas Bier-
schenk, and Fiene Wolf for her Masterôs thesis entitled ñWer trªgt die Verantwortung? Debat-
ten über die medizinische Versorgung von Migranten ohne Krankenversicherung in Deutsch-
landò, supervised by Carola Lentz. In 2013, the Sulzmann Award, which is granted annually by the 
Sulzmann Foundation (JGU) to students of the department who have written outstanding Masterôs or 
Ph.D. theses on Sub-Saharan Africa, was shared between Elena Hofferberth, Raija Kramer, and 
Corina Maier. Raija Kramerôs Ph.D. thesis is entitled ñDie Sprache der Fali (Ny k Mòngó). Eine 
funktionale Beschreibungò and was supervised by Raimund Kastenholz. Again, Elena Hofferberth 
received the prize for her Masterôs thesis. Corina Maierôs Masterôs thesis is entitled ñGerüchte, 
Glaube, Geheimhaltung. Das Aga Khan Development Network und die Ismailiten in Tansania im 
Spannungsfeld von Pluralismus und Ressentimentsò and was supervised by Matthias Krings. The 
Paramount Chief of the Nandom Traditional Area in northern Ghana bestowed the title of ñMaalu 
Naaò (ñDevelopment Chiefò) on Carola Lentz in recognition of her extensive research and publica-
tions on the area and her continuous support for the Kakube festival. 

Carola Lentz, who was a fellow at the International Research Center ñWork and Human Life Cycle in 
Global Historyò at Humboldt University, Berlin, from October 2012 till July 2013, has returned to the 
department. Throughout her leave, she was substituted at the department by Ute Röschenthaler. In 
the winter semester of 2013/14, Raimund Kastenholz and Matthias Krings are on sabbatical leave.   

The department has been fortunate to welcome several NEW COLLEAGUES: Yamara Wessling, 
Cassis Kilian (March till October 2013), Marie-Christin Gabriel, Konstanze NôGuessan, Mareike 
Späth, Susanne Kathrin Hoff, Holger W. Markgraf and, most recently, Céline Molter have all joined 
our academic staff. 

Other colleagues have left us: Cornelia Günauer is continuing her Ph.D. research in India, funded by 
the Heinrich Böll Foundation. In February, she will be travelling to India for six months to carry out 
field research. Cassis Kilian is continuing her postdoctoral research on African actors at the depart-
ment. Thomas Klein has recently completed his habilitation on ñMediale Formen. Genre, Serialität 
und offene Form in medienvergleichender Perspektiveò at the Institut f¿r Medien und Kommunikation 
(IMK), University of Hamburg. Afra Schmitz is continuing her Ph.D. research on elections in northern 
Ghana at the department. 

The department mourns the passing of Ernst Wilhelm Müller (21st April 1925 ï 29th November 2013). 
It is with great sadness that we learnt of his death at the age of 88 years. From 1969 till his retire-
ment in 1986, E.W. Müller was a professor at the department, whose affairs he managed with great 
vision, skill and energy, which he transformed into an interdisciplinary research institution and with 
which he remained in close touch until the end of his life. Having first joined the university as a 
student, he stayed on as a doctoral student and academic member of staff (1948 ï 1958) and was 
appointed as professor of anthropology in 1969. From 1951 till 1954 he participated in one of the first 
German expeditions to Africa after World War Two. As a professor at the department, he cham-
pioned the foundation of the Jahn Library for African Literatures in 1975 as well as the African Music 
Archives in 1991. We will remember him with honour and gratitude. 

Carola Lentz 
Head of Department 
February 2014 
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES 

The Department of Anthropology and African Studies at the JGU is an interdisciplinary institution 
which covers a broad spectrum in both research and teaching activities. These include social, 
political, religious and economic anthropology, the politics and sociology of development, media and 
visual anthropology, modern popular culture, as well as African literatures, African music, theatre and 
film, as well as the languages of Africa. 

The departmentôs faculty include four full professorships:  

¶ ANTHROPOLOGY (Carola Lentz) 

¶ ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN POPULAR CULTURE (Matthias Krings) 

¶ ANTHROPOLOGY AND MODERN AFRICAN STUDIES (Thomas Bierschenk) 

¶ AFRICAN LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS (Raimund Kastenholz) 

For a complete list of faculty members in 2013 see page 2 of this report. 

DEGREE PROGRAMMES OFFERED AT THE DEPARTMENT 

The department currently offers a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Anthropology (ñEthnologieò), a Master of 
Arts (M.A.) in Anthropology (ñEthnologieò), a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Linguistics with a specialisation 
in African Languages and Linguistics (ñLinguistik ï Schwerpunkt Afrikanistikò), and a Ph.D. (Promo-
tion) in Anthropology (ñEthnologieò) as well as in African Languages and Linguistics (ñAfrikanistikò). 

The department is presently designing a new B.A. in African Languages and Cultures (ñAfrikanistikò) 
to start in 2015, which will comprise language courses, courses on popular culture, literature and 
orature, as well as courses on basic linguistic tools and analysis. 

The focus of the curriculum and research programme rests on contemporary Africa. Teaching and 
research are going hand in hand, and advanced students are actively involved in research projects. 
In all these endeavours, the cooperation with African universities and the collaboration with African 
colleagues play a central role. 

B.A. òEthnologieó (Anthropology) 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/294.php  /  http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/294.php 

The three-year programme focuses on the diversity of contemporary cultural and social practices 
and aims to provide students with a thorough grounding in the methods, theory, and history of 
anthropological investigation. While enabling students to explore human practices in all regions of 
the world, the programmeôs regional focus is on Africa (south of the Sahara). Drawing on the broad 
expertise and exceptional resources of the department with its four professorships and numerous 
academic staff, the Ethnographic Collection, the Jahn Library for African Literatures, and the African 
Music Archives, the programme integrates the concerns, approaches and methods of anthropology, 
sociology, history, literary studies, media studies, cultural studies, and linguistics. Students have 
much scope to develop and pursue their own thematic interests. 

M.A. òEthnologieó (Anthropology) 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/293.php  /  http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/293.php 

The two-year programme offers a research-oriented training in anthropology as a general and 
comparative discipline in the context of social and cultural studies, which deals with the diversity of 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/294.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/294.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/293.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/293.php
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human life styles, exploring their commonalities and differences. This training is closely connected 
with the departmentôs main research interests. The programme combines a broad engagement with 
the areas, theories and methods of anthropology on an advanced level in the context of a student 
research project, supervised by members of the departmentôs academic staff, in which students 
explore a thematically and regionally specific topic, plan and carry out field work as well as process, 
analyse, interpret and present their data. In the course of the student research project, relevant 
anthropological research methods are acquired and practiced. 

M.A. òLinguistik ð Schwerpunkt Afrikanistikó 
(Linguistics with a specialisation in African 
Languages and Linguistics) 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/87.php 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/87.php 

http://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ma-linguistik  

The M.A. ñLinguistikò is a consecutive programme 
with a research-oriented profile. Students are re-
quired to choose between eight specialisations, one 
of which is a focus on African Languages and Lin-
guistics, which is offered by the Department of An-
thropology and African Studies. 

The study of the differences and commonalities of 
the structures of African languages is at the core of 
the M.A. ñLinguistik ï Schwerpunkt Afrikanistikò, 
which has a functional-descriptive as well as typolo-
gical outlook. As a discipline with a special interest in 
languages with little or no written language docu-
ments, African Languages and Linguistics relies hea-
vily on field research, comprising different methods 
of the acquisition and analysis of linguistic data, 

including the employment of typological questionnaires. 

PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 

The department publishes the series MAINZER BEITRÄGE ZUR AFRI-
KAFORSCHUNG (editors: Thomas Bierschenk, Anna-Maria Brandstetter, 
Raimund Kastenholz, Matthias Krings and Carola Lentz. Cologne: Rüdiger 
Köppe). In 2013, one new volume (MBA 33) was published: Shauna 
LaTosky, Predicaments of Mursi (Mun) Women in Ethiopiaôs Changing 
World (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/251.php). 

Furthermore, the department publishes an online series of working papers, 
ARBEITSPAPIERE DES INSTITUTS FÜR ETHNOLOGIE UND AFRIKA-
STUDIEN DER JOHANNES GUTENBERG-UNIVERSITÄT MAINZ / 
WORKING PAPERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

AND AFRICAN STUDIES OF THE JOHANNES GUTENBERG UNIVER-
SITY OF MAINZ (managing editor: Eva Spies). In 2013, five new working papers (nos. 121b and 
140-143) were published (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/92.php). 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/87.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/eng/87.php
http://www.linguistik.fb05.uni-mainz.de/ma-linguistik
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/251.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/92.php
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RESEARCH FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT 

The departmentôs research facilities include the following resources available to students, faculty, as 
well as other researchers: 

¶ a DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARY (Bereichsbibliothek Ethnologie und Afrikastudien), which 
complements the holdings of the university library and comprises approximately 50,000 
volumes as well as about 70 journals 

¶ the JAHN LIBRARY FOR AFRICAN LITERATURES (Jahn-Bibliothek für afrikanische Lite-
raturen) 

¶ the AFRICAN MUSIC ARCHIVES (Archiv für die Musik Afrikas)  

¶ the ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION (Ethnographische Studiensammlung) 

¶ a VIDEO ARCHIVE (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/230.php) comprising ethnographic films, 
documentaries on African cultures and societies and on current events in the region as well 
as music clips and African films and film adaptations 

¶ the ONLINE ARCHIVE ï AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE JUBILEES (http://www.ifeas.uni-
mainz.de/315.php / https://bildarchiv.uni-mainz.de/AUJ), which provides users with full digital 
access to about 16,000 pictures as well as data collected in collaborative research on the 
independence jubilees in twelve African countries 

¶ the ARCHIVE OF WEST AFRICAN SETTLEMENT HISTORY (http://www.ifeas.uni-
mainz.de/781.php) comprising more than 6,000 pages of notes, transcriptions, and transla-
tions relating to almost 800 interviews conducted with village elders, earth priests, and 
village chiefs in the border regions of Burkina Faso and Ghana.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burkina Faso@50. Photo: Carola Lentz, 2010 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/230.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/315.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/315.php
https://bildarchiv.uni-mainz.de/AUJ
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/781.php
http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/781.php
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JAHN LIBRARY FOR AFRICAN LITERATURES 

The Jahn Library (http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de) is one of the earliest and most com-
prehensive research facilities for African literatures in Europe and beyond. Its collection comprises 
creative writing from Africa in more than eighty languages, including classics in African literatures as 
well as works by less well-known writers and locally produced literary works. The collection also 
holds translations, film adaptations of literary works and audiobooks, as well as a large number of 
critical sources and academic journals. The Jahn Library is headed by Anja Oed 

About every four years, the Jahn Library organises an International Janheinz Jahn Symposium fo-
cusing on a central issue in African literary studies. The 10th symposium is planned for 2014. 

In the winter semester of 2013/14, a new series of lunchtime presentations on topics in African litera-
tures called ñLiterary Lunchò was launched. The first round of presentations was subtitled ñA treat for 
the ears: audio books of African literatureò. 

Visitors to the Jahn Library in 2013 included the young, secondary school winners of a Nigerian book 
review and essay competition organised by the Nigerian Channels TV Book Club. The visit was 
featured on the Channels TV Book Club show on 23rd October. 

Visiting scholars to the Jahn Library included Rudolph Botha from the Department of African Lan-
guages, University of Fort Hare, South Africa, and Nidhal Chami-Benyakhou, Department of Anglo-
Saxon Languages, Es-Sénia University, Oran, Algeria. 

A showcase at the entrance to the Jahn library displays treasures from the collection. In 2013, the 
on-going series of displays featuring the literary work of African writers in the 21st century was con-
tinued with displays on Shimmer Chinodya (Zimbabwe), Helon Habila (Nigeria), and Maaza Mengiste 
(Ethiopia). 

Shelf with titles in Swahili.  Photo: Thomas Hartmann. © JGU 

http://www.jahn-bibliothek.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/
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AFRICAN MUSIC ARCHIVES (AMA) 

Established in 1991, the AMAôs record collection focuses primarily on modern music from Sub-Saha-
ran Africa on shellac and vinyl records, CDs and DVDs, video and audio cassettes. Since 2010, 
when Hauke Dorsch was appointed as new head of the archive, activities at the AMA have focused 
on four main fields: conserving the shellacs, cataloguing the collection, acquainting students with ar-
chival work through exhibitions, workshops and courses, and making the archives known through 
public relations activities, which included establishing our new Facebook site and a blog. 

2013 saw the AMAôs staff involved in two exhibition projects. We were involved in conceptualising, 
copying record covers, digitising and lending records to the Übersee Museum Bremen for its newly 
designed African music room at its reopened permanent Africa exhibition. Furthermore, we sup-
ported the Namibian popular music history project ñStolen Momentsò by securing funds from ñKultur-
stiftung des Bundesò TURN programme. These were used to invite Namibian pop music experts 
Aino Moongo and Baby Doeseb together with German film-maker Thorsten Schütte to conceptualise 
an exhibition of the musical material they have researched, re-discovered and archived in Namibia in 
October. AMA staff, together with Mareike Späth and Céline Molter, organised Madagascar Days, 
July 19th to 22nd, including concerts in Mainz and Weinheim, a round table in Weinheim and a work-
shop in Mainz. Featuring musicians included Dama Mahaleo, Ricky Olombelo, Milon Kazar and 
others. Numerous Madagascar experts presented, including Ulrike H. Meinhof (Southampton). The 
AMAôs director made the GAA conference party participants dance to Afrobeat, Highlife and Cumbia 
on the Rhine on October 4th. 

Once again, numerous media reported on the AMA in 2013, now often in connection with the dire 
situation in Mali early that year. Broadcasts include ñMali Maladeò, a WDR programme on the current 
situation in Mali using quotes and music examples prepared by the AMAôs director (19th February), 
and the HR programme ñDoppelkopfò, which featured a full hour-long interview with Hauke Dorsch 
on the situation in Mali and the role of griots and other musicians (2nd May). The Allgemeine Zeitung 
in Windhoek, Namibia presented the AMA on 24th May, and so did Naji, a Nigerian online news page 
on 31st January. 

Aino Moongo, Thorsten Schütte, Nouara Chergui and Baby Doeseb discuss ñStolen momentsò. 
Photo: Hauke Dorsch 
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ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION 

The departmentôs Ethnographic Collection (http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1007.php) was started in 
1950 by Erika Sulzmann, who, in 1948, became the first lecturer in anthropology at the newly 
established Institut für Völkerkunde at the JGU and immediately began to build up an ethnographic 
collection. From 1951 to 1954 she spent more than two years in the Belgian Congo (now Democratic 
Republic of Congo) and carried out fieldwork among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equatorial rain-
forest. She collected more than 500 objects, which formed the original core of the departmentôs hold-
ings, and constantly enlarged the collection during her further research trips to the Congo between 
1956 and 1980. 

Today the collection encompasses about 3,400 objects, mainly from Central and West Africa, but 
also from Australia, Papua New Guinea and the South Pacific. The collectionôs items are used in 
teaching. Students learn how to handle ethnographic objects according to ethical considerations, 
how to conserve them, and how to design small exhibitions around them. Since 1992 Anna-Maria 
Brandstetter has been the collectionôs curator. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Navigation Chart, commonly known as 
óstick chartô, from the Marshall Islands 
(Micronesia), coconut midrib, corals, 
shells and fibre, H 44 cm x W 27,5 cm 
and 14 cm; collected by Adolf Rittscher in 
1903 and bought for the collection in 
1950. 

The navigational chart is no. 1 in the 
collectionôs inventory. The late Prof. E.W. 
Müller often used the chart in his courses 
on material culture and indigenous 
knowledge.  

Photo: © Monika Gräwe ADD JGU Mainz, 
2013. 

 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1007.php


 

 11 

Interview with two speakers of Mbum. Ngaoundéré, Cameroon, November 2013. Photo: Holger W. Markgraf 

RESEARCH PROJECTS OF STAFF MEMBERS 

A grammar of the verb in Mbum (Adamawa language, Cameroon) 

Project director:  Raimund Kastenholz 
Researcher:  Holger W. Markgraf 
Duration:  September 2013 ð August 2016 

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). 

http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-adamawa 

Focusing on verb and predication in Mbum (Central Adamawa, Mbum Group, Southern Mbum Sub-
Group), this project aims at the monographic description of this Cameroonian language within the 
framework of a functional-typological approach. A phonological analysis of that language is available. 
In a typological perspective, the verbal systems of Adamawa Group languages in general and of the 
Mbum language as a case in point have a number of interesting features: tonal polarity that 
distinguishes stems with different argument structures, highly complex (phonological) verb words 
(accumulation of clitic elements, including aspect markers), and a multitude of strategies involving 
complex predicates in general and, more specifically, serial verb constructions. 

A closer look at these latter structures in languages of the Mbum Group will yield important evidence 
in that field. Evidence from the related languages Kare (East Mbum Sub-Group) and Dii (Central 
Adamawa, Duru cluster) point to serial verb constructions (henceforth SVC) of the so-called ónarrat-
ive SVCô type, where motion verbs as part of the structure supply a certain spatial framing to the 
overall event. SVCôs of this type have been documented so far for languages of Papua-New Guinea, 
and might be of some interest for studies in the field of conceptualising space and time in various 
languages. 

The results gleaned from the intended research will also be used for a typological comparison within 
Central Adamawa (along with results from the still ongoing project ñDescribing Adamawa group 
languagesò), and beyond. 

http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-adamawa
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Marking ethnic and national differences in African national-day celebrations 

Subproject of the research group 1939 òUn/doing differences: practices of human 
differentiationó, JGU 

Project director:  Carola Lentz 
Researchers:  Marie-Christin Gabriel und Konstanze NõGuessan 
Duration:   April 2013 ð March 2016 

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1131.php, http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/undoingdifferences 

The project examines how the production of ethnic and national differences plays out in African 
national-day celebrations. Inextricably intertwined with state-making, nation-building is a process in 
which higher-level differences (between nations) are made to downplay cross-cutting, and potentially 
competing, differences (such as those between ethnic groups and regions) by recasting them as 
complementary, lower-level internal variations. Important to the making of higher-level national differ-
ences is the definition of external enemies and internal minorities, as well as the deployment of 
discourses and performances of national unity and shared national identity. 

Being inherently polyvalent, rituals and symbols constitute important tools in the nation-building pro-
cess. The project examines how national-day celebrations both reflect and produce the often conflict-
ridden processes of inclusion and exclusion that constitute the making of the nation-state. The pro-
ject explores how national and ethnic differences are downplayed or emphasised in symbolic repre-
sentations and performances during national-day festivities. Investigating the cases of Burkina Faso, 
C¹te dôIvoire and Ghana it explores how different nation-states deal with internal ethnic heterogene-
ity. In the course of 2013, a first round of field work was conducted in C¹te dôIvoire (Bongouanou and 
Abidjan), Burkina Faso (Ouagadougou and Dori) and Ghana (Nandom). 

 

Independence day festivities on 7th August 2013 in Bongouanou, C¹te dôIvoire. The regional prefect 
and the brigade commander are performing the salute to the national flag. Photo: Konstanze 
NôGuessan 

 
 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1131.php
http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/undoingdifferences
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Albinism: cultural classification and its social consequences 

Subproject of the DFG research group 1939 òUn/doing differences: practices of human 
differentiationó, JGU 

Project director:  Matthias Krings 
Researchers:  Susanne Kathrin Hoff 
Cooperation partners in Africa: Tanzania Albino Society: Josephat Torner  
Duration:   June 2013 ð March 2016 

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1261.php, http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/undoingdifferences 

The project researches the cultural classification of people with albinism in Africa and the West 
across different time spans. In many societies people with albinism are treated different from people 
with ónormalô pigmentation, often they suffer from stigmatisation and discrimination, sometimes they 
are even classified as non- or extra-human. The project aims at understanding how specific forms of 
classification (which can be observed in different frames, such as science, magic, or popular culture) 
are related to the social and historical contexts that have produced them. We also seek to 
understand the impact of specific forms of classification on the everyday life of people with albinism 
and ask how people with albinism resist, subvert or play with and use their physical difference for 
their own ends. Subproject A focuses on the shifting classification of albinism in Western scientific 
discourse and the representation of people with albinism in Western popular culture. Subproject B is 
an ethnographic case study on albinism in Tanzania, where people with albinism are living under the 
constant threat of being killed due to a widespread belief in money magic that involves so-called 
óalbino body partsô. In Tanzania, we closely follow activist groups in their bid for a re-classification of 
people with albinism as human beings. 

 

The Albino Revolution Cultural Troupe (ARCT) from Dar es Salaam during a dance rehearsal. 
Photo: Susanne Kathrin Hoff, 2013. 

 

http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1261.php
http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/undoingdifferences
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Significations of oil and social change in Niger and Chad 

An anthropological cooperative research project on technologies and processes of creative 
adaptation in relation to African oil production 

Project of the DFG priority programme 1448 òAdaptation and creativity in Africa ð significa-
tions and technologies in the production of order and disorderó 

Project directors: Andrea Behrends (Halle), Nikolaus Schareika (Göttingen), Thomas Bier-
schenk 

Cooperation partners in Africa: Centre de Recherche en Anthropologie et Sciences Humaines 
(CRASH), NõDjamena/Chad: Remadji Hoinathy; Laboratoire dõ£tudes et de 
Recherches sur les Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Local 
(LASDEL), Niamey/Niger: Mahaman Tidjani Alou and Jean-Pierre Olivier de 
Sardan. 

 
Duration:  March 2011 ð 2015 

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG). 

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/215262.html 

The African continent and its coastlines with their enormous potential in oil reserves are now the 
focus of new explorations and exploitations by multinational and national oil companies. Niger and 
Chad, landlocked neighbours in the Sahel region, are two of these new petro-states. From a 
regionally comparative and ethnographically rich perspective, the research project aims to determine 
which processes of social, political and cultural change ï particularly during the early phase ï are 
triggered by oil production and the new flow of oil revenues. 

Schoolroom in the immediate neighbourhood of the refinery  in Djermaya, Chad. Photo: Andrea Behrends 
 
 


