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INTRODUCTION

While theeam of Omega Couinf®ongouano@ote Gvobirei as portrayed on the cover of our
annuatepori are parading entrepreneurial and, by extension, national excellence on the occ:
of the Independence Day celebratidh®\ugust 2013, we want to use this opportunity to share
some oftheacame ¢ hi ghl i ghts of the departmentdos

Throughout 2013, members of the department were involveRIGAISHTON OF INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCES, including theebniakonference of terman Antipdogical As

sacigion (GAA) (Deutsche Gadait fur Volkerkunde/DiG\Wainz in Octoberibph o c at i or
anthropologyn t he academy, t he wor k pl feaenee, whiahn d t
attracted over 450 registered participants, was convened by @arpladidate of the GAA,
supported by the other members of the GAA exeoondViaria BramstetterHalke Dorscgh

Mathias Krings, Ute stiethder,andEvaSpies Afra Schmitz acted agasence cordirator,
supported by Silja Thas (exeutive offeg GAA). The GAA conference was precededAdy a
summer school entitled fAMit Notizbl ock un:
Sepgember, organised by Jan Beek, Mirco Gopfert, Cornelia Gunauer, Godwin Kornes, Kor
N6 Gu e s s aSpath avich Yamarak\essling. Other conferences included a workshop in M
I n Junuestonpoil i ce wor k: ethnographic resea
Lentz, Jan Beek and Mirco Gopfe@dthkainz Symposium on Social and Cultdias Stu
(SOCUM) on fAPractices and their bodieso i
leagues from the J@ldpnference in Mainz in Apiillomt er cul t ur al brdity , tr
of the Western genr;aworkshopringQaagadsugod in BeptitiFgren ma
fCompetition and cooperation in African religions: a workshop on concepts and methods
critical study of religious [edgues feomiBeytn, i n
as wé as a conference in Ouagadougou in Janudtyoow d oatianal mabibtyntigomsn

cultural production? Informality and remediation in African tpopulergamised byte
Rdschethmaler and colleagues from Naples, Lagos and Dakar.

Seveal neWRESEARCH PROJECTS were launched in 2013. These include two subprojects of th
JGUr esearch group 1939 dUn/ dlerentihg ociof f d uenrd e
DFGI Markng ethnic and national differences in Africandnatignal c e | @irbctea Ibyi 0 n <
Carta Lentz, and Al bi ni s m: cul tur al c | adirected by Mol i 0 n
Kringgas wel | a sgrammap of the verb invi@edamdwA languagen€ao o n ) 0 ,
directed biraimund Kastenholz and funded by the DFG. Anotlii projeat@géaichvon
s&kdaren Entwicklungsprojekten und religibsem Sendungshdwe sskseadiyyaviBegung

und Humanity Firstin @féesk a 0, di r ect ed Tilhas bdéragrahtedifmmdyl. a n g
the Gerda Henkel Foundation and will be launched in early 2014.

Three research projects were successhulgtterd i n 201 3: AStates a
civil servants ineV¢ t Africa: education and justice
Thonas Bierschenk and Mahaman Tidjani Alou (Niamey) and funded by the Volkswagen F
ti on; ARnThe poetics and politics lalfentznaadt i o n
funded by the programme PRO GeisteSozialiserschaten 2015, JGU; aindal@es

tern intercultural téhnor mat i ons of t he Adrected ly dimas Keennr e
and funded by the DFG.

Expanding itsternational @peratignthe department has signed\BWOERASMUS AGREE-
MENTS with the Department of Social pdtigy and Ethnology of the Bordeaux Ségaden Uni
sity and the Centre of African Studies (CAS) of the University of Copenhagen.



ACHIEVEMENTS OF FACULTY MEMBERS AS WELL AS STUDENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT

have been recognised by several honours andChratiie Frickeas accepted into the
Christine de Pizan mentorirgygorone of the JGiudents of thepdgtment have won two of
theprizes awarded annually fetamding theses by the Facultytofitisand Cultural Studies,
JGU. Elendofferbertha s honour ed f or hagusticdauvitlagktéus t h
re und Dyamiken der Kéiktegdung im landhen Benin, super vassBeed by
schenk, and Fiene Wolitl edr AkVe wortMay3 et r d § e
ten Uber die meinische Vesogung von Migranten ohne Kraeksicherung in Deutsch

land) superised by CdeolLentzin 2013 he Sulzmann Award, which is granted dnnttadly
Sulzmann Foundation (JGU) to students of the department who have written bustariding Ma
Ph.D. theses on Stdinaan Africa, was sharedween Elea HofferberihRaija Kraer, and

Corina MaieRaija Kmmer 6 s P h . D.i tOieSgrachiesderiFay (\Nsbngd). Bne
funktionale Behrdiun@ and was smupdeKastenhobegdin, BlgnEofetzerth
received the priZerioa Mar e Masttidtaldiéslie t h@e
Glaube, Geheiwatung. Das Aga Khan Devednp Netork und dientsiliten in Tasania im
Spannungsfeld vonr&8lienus und Reentimenis and was sthigsKrnngdhes e d
Paranount Chief of the NandordiTrao n a | Area in northern Gh
N a aldevelppment Cldiedn Carola Lentz in recognitibaraxtensive research and publica
tions on the araad her continuousgsup for the Kakube festival.

Carola Lent z, who was a fell ow at GQydeen | nt
Gl obal Hi storyo at Humbol dt University, B
degpartmentThroughout her leave, she was substituted at the department bythddeRdschen

the winter semester of 2013/14, Raimund Kastenholz and Matthias Krings are on sabbatical |

The department has been fortunateldome sevemstw COLLEAGUES: Yamara Wdsgy,

Cassis Kilia(March till October 2013), N4mistin Gabridors t an z e ,NMarGikee s s a
Spéath Susann&athrin HofflogerW. Markgrand, most recently, Céline Mwaiter all joined

our academic staff

Other colleagubkave left us: Cornelia Glnauer is continuing her Ph.D. research in India, funde
the Heinrich B6ll Foundation. In February, she will be travelling to India for six months to c
field research. Cassis Kilian is continuing her postdoctorahrA$eemohactors at thpade

ment. Thomas Klein has recently completed his habffithdliendon a |. &enrE, Getitdte n
und offene Form in medienvergleichender P
(IMK), University of Hargl&\fra Schmitz is continuing her Ph.D. research on elections in northe
Ghana at the department.

The department mourns the pas&ngsoiVilhelm MulleFt@gril 1925 29" November 2013).

It is with great sadness that we learnt of his teafiyatof 88 years. From 1969 till his retire
ment in 1986, E.W. Mulleraypmefessor at the department, whose affairs he managed with gre
vision, skill and energy, which he transformed into an interdisciplinary research institution &
which heemained in close touch until the end of his life. Having first joined the university
student, he stayed on as a doctoral student and academic member fLS&8) @rédi8vas
apointed as professormaheopology in 1969. From 1951 till 18&ditipated in one of the first
German expeditions to Africa after World War Two. As a professor at the department, he
pioned the foundation of the Jahn Library for African Literatures in 1975 as well as the Africa
Archives in 1991. We anllember him with honour and gratitude.

Carola Lentz
Head of Department
February 2014
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ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN STUDIES

The Department of Anthropology and African Stud#slatiddre interdisciplinary institution
which covers a broad spectrum in both research and teaching activities. These include
political, religious and economic anthropology, the politics and sociolognaf rdedé&ogpnd

visual anthropology, mog®pular culture, as well as African literatures, African music, theatre
film, as well as the languages of Africa.

The departmentdés faculty include four ful
ANTHROPOLOGY (Carola Lentz)

ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICAN POPULAR CULTURE (Matthias Krings)

ANTHROPOLOGY AND MODERN AFRICAN STUDIES (Thomas Bierschenk)

AFRICAN LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS (Raimund Kastenholz)

=4 =4 4 =

For a complete list of faculty members in 2013 see page 2 of this report.

DEGREE PROGRAMMES OFFERED AT THE DEPARTMENT

Thedepartment currently offers a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in AniEtiopologge @ Master of

Arts (M.A.) in Anthropolighiiologd a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Linguistics with a specialisatior
in African Languages and Linguikticgu(stik Schwerpunkt Afrikangstiand a Ph.D. (Rro

tior) in Anthropologithnolog@as well as in African Languages and LinfAfsizost(k).

The department is presently designing a new B.A. in African LanguageSiafnittalustigres (
to start in 2015, which will comprise language courses, courses on popular culture, literatu
ordure, as well as courses on basic linguistic tools and analysis.

The focus of the curriculum aedéneh pgramme rests on contemporary Africangd esauh
research are igg hand in hand, and advanced students dyeimaiived insearch projects.

In all these endeavours, the cooperation with African universities and the collaboration with
colleagues play a central role.

B. A. locEgihendo ( Ant hropol ogy)
http://www.ifeas-ominz.de/294.phhttp://www.ifeas-uminz.de/eng/294.php

The thregear programme focuses on the diversity of contemporary cultural and social pra
and aims to provide students with a thorough grounding in the methods, theory, and his
anthropological investigation. While enabling students hareapl@mactices in all regions of
the worl d, the programmeds regional focus
expertise and exceptional resources of the department with its four professorships and nu
academic staff, the Ethaqaigc Collection, the Jahn Library for African Literatures, and the Afric
Music Archives, the programme integrates the concerns, approaches aaatmepiodolgyof
sociology, history, literary studies, media studies, cultural studigsigmngtudents have

much scope to develop and pursue their own thematic interests.

M. A. OEthnologied (Anthropol ogy)
http://www.ifeas-umainz.de/293.plhttp://www.ifeas-ominz.de/eng/293.php

The twgear programme offersegsearcioriented training intlaopology as a general and
comparative discipline in the context of social and cultural studies, which deals with the div
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humanifie styles, exploring their commonalities and differences. This training is closely conr

with the departmentdés main research inter
the areas, theories and methaalstiofopologyn an advanced lewethe context of a student
research project, supervised by members ¢

explore a thematically and regionally specific topic, plan and carry out field work as well as |
analyse, interpret and pretiegir data. In the course of the student research project, releva
anthropological research methods are acquired and practiced.

M. A. 0 L & wschwepunkt iAkikaist i k O
(Linguigics with a specialis@n in African
Languages and Lgnistics)
http://www.ifeas-ominz.de/87.php

- http://lwww.ifeas-ominz.de/eng/87.php

http://www.linquistik.foOsaanmmz.de/rManquistik

The M. A. A L isecudva prgramimie 0 i
with a reearckoriented profile. @&nts are re
quired to choose betweeht eigeialisations, one

of which is adies on Afan Laguages and Lin
guistics, which is offered by the Depamf An

/Nf\ ' 4| threpology and African Studies.
- Py k M The study of the differences anthaoalities of

S the strucres of African ¢amages is dhe core of
ﬂﬁéﬁ&,ﬁ#l t he M guatik T Fchwerpunkt Afa ni st i Kk
Weitere nforoiatioflen unter iy which has a fummoatdescriptive as well as ltypo
i igsnminz g PO gical outlook. As a discipline with a speat in

larguages with little or no writteguda@e doeu
ments, African lgarages and Lgustics relies hea
vily on field search, caonising diérent nt@ods
of the agusition and analysis ofdistic data,
incluthg the employment of typological questionnaires.

PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT

The department pstes the seriddAINZER BEITRAGE ZUR AFRI-
KAFORSCHUNG (editors: Thomas Batrenk, Anddaria Bandtetter, prcanens of W O Woneni
Raimund Kastenholz, Matthias Krings and Carola Lentz. Cglag

Koppe). In 2013, one new volume (MBA 33) was publistze
LaTosky,Predicme nt s of Mur si ( Mu n )ng
Worldhttp://www.ifeas-ominz.de/251.9hp

Et hi

Furthermore, the departmetiispab an online series of working p:
ARBEITSPAPIERE DES INSTITUTS FUR ETHNOLOGIE UND AFRIKA-
STUDIEN DER JOHANNES GUTENBERG-UNIVERSITAT MAINZ /
WORKING PAPERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
AND AFRICAN STUDIES OF THE JOHANNES GUTENBERG UNIVER-
SITY OF MAINZ (managng editor: Eva Spids) 2013, five new working papers (nos. 121b and
140143) were plikhedHttp://www.ifeas-uminz.de/92.php
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RESEARCH FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT

T he de prasearclhaeiliies tihadude the following resources available to students, faculty,
well as other researchers:

1 a DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARY (Bereichsbibliothek Ethnologie und Afrikastudien), which
conplements the holdings of the university library and compxiseatelpps0,000
volumes as well as about 70 journals

1 theJAHN LIBRARY FOR AFRICAN LITERATURES (JahrBibliothek flir afrikanische Lite
raturen

1 theAFRICAN MusiC ARCHIVES (Archiv fur die Musik Afrikas)
1 theETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION (Ethnographische Stushemmlurg

1 aVIDEO ARCHIVE (http://www.ifeas-omainz.de/230.ghgomprising etlgnaphic films,
documentaries on African cultures and societies and on current events in the region «
as musiclips and African films and film adaptations

9 the ONLINE ARCHIVE T AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE JUBILEES (http://www.ifeas:uni
mainz.de/315.phmitps://bildehiv.uAmainz.de/A)Ndvhich provides users with full digital
access to about 16,00€ups as well as data collectedlabamaitive research on the
independence jubilees in twelve African countries

9 the ARCHIVE OF WEST AFRICAN SETTLEMENT HISTORY (http://www.ifeas-uni
mainz.de/781.gkgomprising more than 6,000 pages of notes, transcriptionk and trans
tions relating to almost 800 interviews conducted with village elders, earth priests
vilage chiefs in the border regions of Burkina Faso and Ghana.

Sy ,é.\;ﬂMQ_XC; L v ~ : //
b 4 y ! = :

»i«ﬂ b \ f

Burkina Faso@50. Photo: Carola Lentz
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JAHN LIBRARY FOR AFRICAN LITERATURES

The Jahn Librghttp://www.|atmibliothek.ifeas anmainz.degs one of the earliest and most com
prenersive research facilities focahfritestures in HEope and beyond. Itdectbn comrses
credive wrihg from Afa in more than eighty langyageluding ckiss in Afran liteatures as
well as works by less-wedwn writers anddly proaluced literg works. The leation also
holds trataions, film adi@tions of litary works and admtioks, as well as a largebeurof
crtical soures and acdemic jonals.The Jahn Libranheaded by Anja Oed

About every four years, the Jahn Library organisestaanahtégmeinz Jahn Symposium fo
cusng on a céral issue in African literary studies.Méaridbsium is planned for 2014.

In the winter semester of 2013/14, a new series of lunchtime presentations on topies in Africe
tures called ALiterary Luncho was | aunche
theearssudoboks of African | iteratureo.

Visitors to the Jahn Library in 2013 included the young, secondary school winners of a Nigeri
review and essay competition organised by the Nigerian Channels TVhRowikitOhds
featured otihe Channels TV BoakbGhow on 28ctober.

Visiting scholars to the Jahn Library included Rudolph Botha from the Department of Afric:
guages, University of Fort Hare, South Africa, and NieBahyztkdumi, Department of Anglo
Saxon Languages;¥nia University;a@, Algeria.

A showcase at thdrance to the Jahn libranylalys tresures from the leakion. In 2013, the
ongoingseries of diays feating the tieary work of Afain wters in the 2kenury was cen

tinued with gilays on Shiner Chirdya (Zitmabwe), Helon Habila (Nigeria), and Maaza Mengiste
(Ethiopia).
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Shelf with titles in Swahili. Photo: Thomas Hartmann. © JGU
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AFRICAN MusiC ARCHIVES (AMA)

Established in 1991, the@®8A r ecor d col | ect i asicfrono&Reme s p |
ran Africa on shellac and vinyl records, CDs and DVDs, video and audio cassettes. Since
when Hauke Dorsch was appointed as new head of the archive, activities at the AMA have
on four main fields: conserving the shalialcgjuing the collection, acquainting students with ar
chival work through exhibitions, workshops and courses, and making the archives known
pubic relations activities, winiclided establishing our ram&lfook site and a blog.

2013 saw theVPA 6 s vslted ih fwo exmbition projects. We were involved in conceptualisil
copying record covers, digitising and lending records to the Ubersee Museum Bremen for it
designed African music room at its reopened permanent Afric&lekindoitiore, we sup
ported the Namibian popul ar music history
stiftung des Bundeso TURN progr amme. The:s
Aino Moongo and Baby Doeseb together withfigamaker Thorsten Schiitte to conceptualise
an exhibition of the musical material they have resedistmcereel and archived in Namibia in
October. AMA staff, together with Mareike Spéamanddlier, organised Madagdays,

July 19to 229 including concerts in Mainz and Weinheim, a round table in Weinheim and a
shop in Mainz. Featuring musicians included Dama Mahaleo, Ricky Olombelo, Milon Kaz
others. Numerous Madagascar experts presented, including Ulrike H. Meptboj. (Bloeitham
AMAGs director made the GAA conference pa
on the Rhine on Octolfer 4

Once again, m&ous mediegpoted on th&MA in 2013, now often imexban withhe dire
situation irMdi ealy that yeaBroaatastancludei Midvia a d DR mpgemme on the @t
sitwation in Mali using quotes argicnemnples prpar ed by tton(&PFAMBAY s di
and the HR gy a mm @ek & pahiph feareda full hodong intefew with Hee Dorsch

on the sietion in Mali and the role ofsgand other siciang2d May) TheAlgemene Zdung
inWindthoekNanbia preerted the AMA @4"May, and so dithjj aNgerian ofine news page
on3FtJanary.

T . e TR
Aino Moongo, ThersSchitte, Nouara Ghiemd Baby Deee b di b e o s s«
Photo: Hauke Dol 9



ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION

The depart me n tlebtienHtt:t/viww.degs-ueipzxde/ 007 QPlgwads started in

1950 by Erika Sulzmann, who, in 1@48neb¢he first lectureraimhropologat the newly
established Institut fur Vkilikete at the JGU amdnieditely began to build up an gthphic
colection. From 1951 to 1954 she spent more than two years in the Belgian Congo (now Den
Republic of Congo) and carried out fieldwork among the Ekonda and Bolia in the equators
forest. Sheawlct ed more than 500 objects, which f
ings, and constantly enlarged the collection during her further research trips to the Congo &
1956 and 1980.

Today the collection encosgsaabout 3,400 objentajnly from Central and West Africa, but
also from Australia, Papua New Guinea and the SouithhPeacific ol | ect i ond s
teaching. Students learn how to handle ethnographiccooifiacisaethical considerations,
how to conserve theand how to design small exhibitions arourfsirtberh992 Aniaaria
Brandtetter has beenthecbllecon 6s cur at or .

/1

L X S

4 “‘t |

W '

Navigation Chart, commonly known .
6stick charto, f
(Micronesia), cocomidrib, corals,
shells and fig H 44 cm x W 27,5 cm
and 14 cm; collected by Adolf Rittsct
1903 and bought for the colléetion
1950

~ The navigational chart is no. 1 in the
collectionds inv
Mdller often used the chiitinourses

‘s on material culture and indigenous
" knowledge.
Photo: © Monika Grawe ADD JGU M

2013.
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http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1007.php

RESEARCH PROJECTS OF STAFF MEMBERS

A grammar of the verb in Mbum (Adamawa language, Cameroon)

Project director: Raimund Kastenholz
Researcher: Holger W. Markgraf
Duration: September 20X8August 2016

Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG).

http://www.blogs.umainz.de/fbGadamawa

Focusing on verb and predicat Mbum (Central Adamawa, Mbum Group, Southern Mbum St
Group), this project aims at the monographic description of this Cameroonian language wi
framework of a functidyyadlogical approach. A phonological analysis of that langudge is availa
In a typological perspective, the verbal systems of Adamawa Group languages in general ar
Mbum language as a case in point havabarnof interesting featuesal tpolarity that
distinguishes stems with different argument structuresmpighilyphonological) verb words
(accumulation of clitic elements, including aspect markers), and a multitude of strategies ir
complex predicates in general and, more specifically, serial verb constructions.

A closer look at these latter strsigtui@nguages of the Mbum Group will yield important evidenc
in that field. Evidence from the related languages Kare (EastGvibupriBuDii (Central

Adamawa, Durluster) point to serial verb constructions (hencefatth€¢&)a |l | rtd 06 n ¢
ive SVCO6 type, where motion verbs as part
overal/l event. SVCO6s of this typ-RHewlcangg be

and might be of some interest for studies in thedirgeptdialising space and time in various
languages.

The results gleaned from the intended research will also be used for a typolognagthicomparisc
Centr al Adamawa (al ong wi tDescrnbegAdaniawa gfoupo m
Ianguagés) and beyond

\‘:‘ii

Interview with two speakers of NMlgamundéré, Camerdtmvember 20IB3hoto: Holgev.Markgr:
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http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-adamawa

Marking ethnic and national differences in African natiaypalelebrations

Subproject of t he r e s eddferendes prqatiocesu pf humar3 9 (
di fferentiationd6, JGU

Project director: Carola Lentz
Researchers: MarieChristin GabrieindKk onst anze NO Guessan
Duration: April 2013 March 2016

Funded by th#eutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG).

http://www.ifeas.umainz.de/1131.phuttp://www.blogs.umainz.de/undoingdifferences

The project examines how the production of ethnic andiffeatanak plays out in African
nationatlay celebrations. Inextricably intertwined witfaldtade natidruilding is a process in
which highdevel differences (between nations) are made to dowrpl#ingrcesesd potentially
competing, diffecess (such as those between ethnic groups and regions) by recasting then
complementary, lovemel internal variations. Important to the makinglevédighadonal differ

ences is the definition of external enemies and internal minorigessthes deployment of
discourses and performances of national unity and shared national identity.

Being inherently polyvalent, rituals and symbols constitute important toolsuitdthg pagion
cess. The project examines how ndagralebratiohsth reflect and produce the often-conflict
ridden processes of inclusion and exclusion that constitute the makingtatehd mageo

ject eplores how national and ethnic differences are downplayed or emphasised iR symbolic
senationsand performances during natiagdkstivities. Investigating the cases of Burkina Faso,
Clte dolvoire and Gh agstates dedl with intprhabetherichettro w d
ity. In the course of 2013, a first round of field workdmascb ed i n Ctte doél v
Abidjan), Burkina Faso (Ouagadougou and Dori) and Ghana (Nandom).

Independence day festivities"@ugust 20i3n B o n g o u a n o he,regi@al prefe
and the brigade commaraterperforming the @@ to the national fl&hoto: Konstanz
N6 Guessan
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http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1131.php
http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/undoingdifferences

Albinism: cultural classification and its social consequences

Subproject of the DFG r es e arpabticegofdwman 1 9 3
di fferentiationd6, JGU

Project director: Matthiarings

Researchers: Susanne&athrin Hoff

Cooperation partners in Aframrazania Albino Sociefpsephat Torner
Duration: June 2018 March 2016

Funded by th#eutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG).

http://www.ifeas.umainz.de/1261.phtp://www.blogs.umainz.de/undoingdifferences

The project researches the cultural classification of people with albinism in Africa and th
across different time spans. In many societies people with albinism are treated different from
wi t h 0 nor mafterdthep suifenfeom tiigation and discrimination, sometimes they
are even classified as-wworextrdaauman. The project aims at understanding how specific forms
classification (which can be observed in different frames, such as science, magic, or popular
are releed to the social and historical contexts that have produced them. We also see
understand the impact of specific forms of classification on the everyday life of people with :
and ask how people with albinism resist, subvert or play witteamhysieal difference for
their own ends. Subproject A focuses on the shifting classification of albinism in Western s
discourse and the representation of people with albinism in Western popular culture. Subpro
an ethnographic casedgton albinism in Tanzania, where people with albinism are living under
constant threat of being killed due to a widespread belief in money magic tcatl@volves sc
6al bino body partséo. I n Tan z tonairelgssifivagon af | 0 s
people with albinism as human beings.

™

TheAlbino Bvolution Cultural Tro{fRRCTirom Dar es Salaam during a dance reh
Photo: Susaniathrin He#2013


http://www.ifeas.uni-mainz.de/1261.php
http://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/undoingdifferences

Significations of oil and social change in Niger and Chad

An anthropological cooperative research project on technologies and processes of creative
adaptation in relation to African oil production

Project of the DFfiority p o gr a mme 1 4 4aBd ceavidyanpAtfriad sigrofina
tions and technologies inglrodudion of order andids or der 0

Project directorAndrea Behrends (Halle), Nikolaus Schareika (Go6ttingen), Thomas Bier

schenk
Cooperation partners in Affleatre de Recherche en Anthropologie et Sciences Humaines
( CRASH) , hadt RenaadiieHoinathy;a b or at oi re do £t

Recherches sur les Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Local
(LASDEL), Niameygsr Mahaman Tidjani Alnd Jea®ierre Olivier de
Sardan.

Duration: March201162015

Funded by the Deutsche Forschuregegenaft (DFG).

http://www.unRgoettingen.de/de/215262.html

The African continent andaéstlines with their enormous potential in oil reserves are now tt
focus of new explorations and exploitations by multinational and national oil companies. Ni
Chad, landlocked neighbours in the Sahel region, are two of thesstatesv petra
regionally comparative and ethnographically rich perspective, the research project aims to de
which processes of social, political and cultural plaaigdarly during the early ghase
triggered by oil production and the new fleesvehods.

Schoolroom in the immediate neighbourhood of the refinery in Djermaya, Chad. Photo: Andr
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