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Interviews on the settlement history of the Dagara, Sisala, Pwo, Birifor and Dyan people in
north-western Ghana and south-western Burkina Faso, recorded in the years 1997-2002 by
a team of social anthropologists at the University of Frankfurt/Main (Germany)

Most of the altogether more than 700 interviews on settlement history, land rights and early
political history were carried out in north-western Ghana and south-western Burkina Faso
between 1997 and 2002 in the context of two research projects under the Special Research
Scheme 268, ‘Cultural Development and Language History in the Natural Environment of the
West African Savannah’, at the Goethe University, Frankfurt/Main, Germany.

Both projects were led by Prof Dr Carola Lentz (currently at the Department of Anthropology
and African Studies, Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz) and funded by the German
Research Foundation (DFG). In Project A8, ‘The Politics and History of Mobile Cults in South-
West Burkina Faso’, Volker Linz concentrated his research on the region south of Diébougou
and the area around Nako. The researchers in Project A9, ‘Settlement History and Political
Transformation in South-West Burkina Faso’ (1997-1999) and ‘Land Acquisition,
Appropriation of Space and Local Identity’ (2000-2002) focused on different geographical
areas: Dr Richard Kuba worked among the Dagara-Wiile and the Pwo, Dr Katja Werthmann in
the AVV (Aménagement des Vallées du Volta) villages, Dr Michaela Oberhofer among the
Dyan, Pwo and Lobi in the Province Bougouriba, and the project director, Prof Dr Carola
Lentz, among the Dagara and Sisala east of the Black Volta in both Ghana and Burkina Faso.
Some interviews were conducted by colleagues from Burkina Faso, namely Simon P. Hien,
Joél Somé, André Zingué and Modeste Somé.

No written agreements were concluded with the informants as nearly all of them were very
aged persons (village elders) who could neither read nor write, and such a written
agreement would have made little sense to them, if not altogether raised suspicions because
they would not have exactly understood what they were signing. However, before every
interview, the project members took great care to explain the purpose of the research
project, namely to gather information about the settlement history(ies) of the area under
study in order to add to the historical knowledge of the region. All of our interviewees were
keen on narrating this history and related information freely. Interviews often turned into
public gatherings in which younger villagers eagerly partook in order to listen to their elders'
stories. All interviewees agreed to the use of a tape recorder, and many of them requested,
and received, copies of the tapes that were recorded.

In the course of the two research projects, we collected settlement histories over a wide
area. Altogether more than 210 settlements (ca. 150 villages in Burkina Faso and almost 60
villages in Ghana), inhabited by Dagara, Pwo, Sisala, Birifor, Dyan, Lobi and Bobo, were
visited, and open or partly-standardised interviews with earth priests, their representatives,
and some family elders as well as chiefs carried out. Some settlements were subsequently
re-visited to clarify remaining questions.

In addition to this broad-scale data collection, a series of case studies were carried out, in
which local settlement histories, village power structures and inter-ethnic relations, as well
as conflicts over land rights, were discussed in depth. In addition to the project participants,
who conducted case studies in Niégo, Kyetuu and Ouessa (Carola Lentz), Ouan, Saptan and
Bonfesso (Michaela Oberhofer), Gnimi (Richard Kuba) and Dimouon-V3 (Katja Werthmann),
in 1998 a group of MA students from the University of Frankfurt/Main carried out further
case studies, in the context of a research training programme, at the following sites: Fafo
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(Thorsten Bér), Bonzan (Ursula Biirger), Oronkua (Didier Kndsel), Bankandi (Dorothee Leutz),
Mébar (Eveline Rudolf), Dano (Dagmar Schmengler) and Badoné-V4 (Andrea Wilhelmi). Also
included in the collection presented here are interviews conducted by Carola Lentz since
1989 in numerous Dagara and Sisala settlements in north-western Ghana on settlement
history and the colonial transformation of the political structure, as well as a number of
interviews by one MA student of anthropology (Bianka Gartelmann) from the Free University
of Berlin who conducted research under Lentz’ supervision in the area around Nandom.

These various research projects yielded several Master’s theses and one PhD Thesis as well
as numerous journal articles and several books (see bibliography below).

All the interviews are available both as audio-cassette recordings (held by the project
director and the team members) and as written translations (French or English) in Word for
Windows files. The present volumes represent the hard copy of these files and will be
archived at the following institutions:

e Archives Nationales, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso
e Library of the Institute of African Studies, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana

e Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies at Northwestern University, Evanston,
[Il. USA

e Library of the Department of Anthropology and African Studies,
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany

e Library of the Frobenius Institute at Goethe University of Frankfurt/Main, Germany

Thus, for the first time, there is an extensive body of oral sources on settlement histories in
loba and Bougouriba Provinces and parts of the adjacent provinces in south-western Burkina
Faso and north-western Ghana available in public institutions for further study.

The projects documented here were preceded by two similar endeavours in the late 1960s
and early 1970s. Under the direction of Jean Hébert of the White Fathers, numerous
historical traditions were collected, and in part published in Esquisse d’'une monographie
historique du pays dagara (written by Hébert and others in 1976; unpublished manuscript,
Diébougou, Burkina Faso); Hébert deposited his research notes with the Diocese of
Diébougou. At the same time, the Centre Voltaique de Recherche Scientifique (CVRS) in
Ouagadougou initiated research on history, led by Bernard Bozi Somé, who has since died.
According to the CVRS activity reports from 1969-73, historical traditions, especially on
settlement histories, were recorded in 150 Dagara villages. Unfortunately, the whereabouts
of this material are unknown.

Those involved in the project particularly wish to thank the research assistants, translators
and transcribers, especially Tigwii S. Amoah, Aristide Hien, Simon P. Hien, Sami Peghnoumou
Kam, Isidore Lonibe, Jacques Malo, Gnadoua Ouattara, Dominique Somé, Joél Somé und
André Zingué.

Frankfurt/M. and Mainz, June 2012
Richard Kuba and Carola Lentz



Note: There are problems concerning the spelling of place names and personal names, due
to controversy surrounding orthographical standards in the local languages. In the case of
place names, the spelling of the official IGN/IGB maps (1:200,000, sheets for Houndé, Léo
and Gaoua) has usually been retained, except where these clearly deviate from local usage.
In the case of ethnic names, we opted for the greatest simplicity and refrained from using

diacritical signs (thus Jaane has been rendered as Dyanne, etc.).

Glossary
Djoro-gnizouan (Pwi)
Gnipoletie (Pwi)
Guiliyuja (Dyanne)
Kamutie (Pwi)
Kpierominja (Dyanne)
Kuoro (Sisala)

Naa (Dagara)
Podjadawuor (Dyanne)
RAV

Sirutie (Pwi)

Suosob (Dagara)
Tengansob (Dagara)
Therotie (Pwi)

Totina (Sisala)

Head of the Djoro cult
Chief of the creeks
Earth priest

Chief of the bush
Holder of the knife
Political chief

Political chief

Lineage chief
Responsable administratif du village
Holder of the knife
Holder of the knife
Earth priest

Earth priest

Earth priest
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GHANA

Village Date Name of the interlocutor Patriclan Ethnic group Language Interviewer
(function)

Babile 16.11.1998 Naa-pow-kuur, Kusiele Dagara Dagara Volker Linz
Aa-so-kuu Gandah Metuole/Birifuole

Babile 22.08.2003 Kakri Vitus Dapilah (naa, regent) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Babile 22.08.2003 Naalukuu (tengansob) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Babile 22.08.2003 Yirkye Derzu Kusiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Bangwon 11.12.1997 Leke Sinu, ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
Yinuroh Wiyor (kuoro)

Bapula 11.03.1997 Somé Joseph Emmanuel (tengansob) ? Dagara French Carola Lentz, Richard

Kuba

Bapula 16.01.1998 Kuube Kyeyir, Birifuole Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Bon-nibe Yozagre (naa)

Bapula 18.03.1998 Ku-nye Somé Birifuole Dagara Dagara Joél Somé

Bapula 18.03.1998 Timine Somé Kpiele Dagara French Joél Somé

Billaw 03.12.1994 Forkoh Manoh (kuoro), ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
Kager Banuosin (totina) et al.

Birifu 13.03.1997 Zietaa Kokuu, Kpagnangmin Nuriyora, Biroet | ? Dagara Dagara Volker Linz
al.

Birifu 16.11.1997 So-kuu, Zii-yaw, Doro-yawno Metuole/Birifuole Dagara Dagara Volker Linz

Birifu 14.02.2001 John Bavuubaa (naa) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Bo 10.12.1997 Mahama Baanuomake, ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
Vito Baakankyo (kuoro) et al.

Bo 11.01.1998 David Maansang, Potina Der Bekuone Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz

Bo 21.08.2003 Arkadio Gyel (regent) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Bo 21.08.2003 Bartholomew Kula ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Bo 21.08.2003 Kuusoo Kpier (tendaama) Banyagle Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Burutu 13.02.1999 Alexander Webb (tengansob), Kpanyaane Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Godfrey Dongwie et al.

Burutu (Danyegang) 09.12.1992 Dennis Tiewiir, Doria Doglier Bekuone Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz

Cheboggo ?.02.2001 Dibe (naa) ? Dagara Dagara Bartholomew Bemile

Dahile 10.12.1997 Zankor Bahise (kuoro), Baafabe Bawilulo etal. | ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz

Dikpe 24.12.1994 Baba Lere, Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Naab Omne (tengansob) et al.

Dikpe 28.08.2003 Boter (naa) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile

Dikpe 28.08.2003 Kaaka Delor (tengansob) Zenuole/Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
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Domwin 21.08.2003 Bainge-yeng (tendaama) Bayere Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Domwin 21.08.2003 Saarinkyena ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Done 15.03.1997 Mayir Kosa Metuole ? French Volker Linz
Duori (London) 26.02.1994 S.D. Dombo (naa) Naayiire Dagara English Carola Lentz
Duori 24.08.2003 Baarengsie (tendaama) Biedame Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Duori 24.08.2003 Bakuuro Dombo (naa) Naayiile Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Eremon 22.12.1994 Dome Tang (naa), Kporkpar Tang, Kugbiedong | Naayiire Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
(tengansob) et al. Tonlane
Eremon 21.08.2003 Tengo (tengansob) Naayele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Fielmuo 14.01.1998 Faata Biku (tengansob), Kpanyaane Dagara Dagara, English Carola Lentz
Aansokung Daanikuu, Kusiele
Kyekole Daanikuu, Kusiele
Edward Kokoro et al. Bekuone
Gbare 18.08.2003 Bleldoo Gbaaltenge (tendaama) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Gbare 18.08.2003 Dakarah Tang (regent) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Gbare 18.08.2003 Mwaato Danyil ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Gbengbee 21.08.2003 Kuuteger Ziem Kpiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Gbengbee 21.08.2003 Venkyekaara (tengansob) Kpiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Gengenkpe 26.12.1996 Yabepone Babai Tuolong Ill (naa) et al. Nakyele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Goziir 28.11.1990 Leo Yiryel A. (naa) Gbaane Dagara Dagara Bianka Gartelmann
Goziir 07.12.1990 Michael Mwir Kpiele Dagara Dagara Bianka Gartelmann
Guo 24.12.1996 Sugem Gyiele 11l (naa) Bekuone Dagara English Carola Lentz
Hamile 12.10.1989 Anselmy Bemile Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Hamile 14.10.1989 Gervase Waka Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Hamile 15.10.1989 Jonas Nifaasie Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Hamile 05.12.1989 Anselmy Bemile Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Hamile 08.12.1992 Anselmy Bemile Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Hamile 26.12.1994 John Victor Yuorzeg (naa) et al. Kusiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Hamile 28.12.1996 Alhaji Dramani Abudulai ? Mossi Dagara, Moore Carola Lentz
Hamile 29.12.1996 Alhaji Seidu (Wala naa) ? Wala Wala Carola Lentz
Hamile 13.12.1997 Samuel Tigwii Amoah ? Sisala English Carola Lentz
Hamile 10.02.1999 Samuel Tigwii Amoah ? Sisala English, Sisala Carola Lentz
Hamile 26.02.2000 Samuel Tigwii Amoah ? Sisala English, Sisala Carola Lentz
Hamile ?7.02.2001 John Victor Yuorzeg (naa) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Bartholomew Bemile
Asiduo Were, Gideonis Aa-i-wa
Happa 30.11.1994 Hilleh Babrimatoh (kuoro) ? Sisala Sisala, English Carola Lentz
Hiineteng ?7.02.2001 Bertrand Sombo ? Dagara Dagara Bartholomew Bemile
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Hiineteng Koro ?7.02.2001 Nifaana |-Kpen ? Dagara Dagara Bartholomew Bemile
Jirapa 19.12.1994 Bapenyiri Yelpoe Il (naa) Sandaale Dagara-Yeri English Carola Lentz
Jirapa (Tampoi) 21.12.1994 Pondor Mwinyele Sandaale Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Jirapa 18.03.1997 Bapenyiri Yelpoe Il (naa) Sandaale Dagara-Yeri Dagara Richard Kuba
Jirapa 15.08.2003 Cletus Zage ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Jirapa 15.08.2003 Diri Aayellvella (acting tendaama) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Jirapa 15.08.2003 Gbengdore Mwenuur (retired tendaama) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Jirapa 15.08.2003 Oscar Guokyi ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kalsagr 23.08.2003 Kaara-ib (acting on behalf of the Kalsagr naa) | Kuwere Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kalsagr 23.08.2003 Naawmintegre (tengansob) Kuwere Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kalsagr 23.08.2003 Simne ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Karni 19.08.2003 Banyig Gbaaka (tendaama) Kuwere Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Karni 19.08.2003 Mathew Baalabwro Kuwere Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Ketuo 07.01.1998 Bartholomew Yangme (naa) et al. Dikpiele-Zendaale Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Ko 18.12.1994 Gabriel Tangsege (tengansob), Nayile Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
James Bayuo (naa)
Kokoligu 29.12.1994 Nestor Kuunyaa (tengansob) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Kokoligu 24.12.1996 Michael Zuwera (naa) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Kokoligu 13.01.1998 Augustin Debzie, Stanislas Debzie Kusiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Kokoligu 13.09.2003 Michael Zuwera (naa) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kokoligu 13.09.2003 Mwintuur Patrick Birfuole Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kokoligu 13.09.2003 Nestor Kuunyaa (tengansob) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kokoligu (Bekyiinteng) | 13.09.2003 Romulus Aafaarkuu Songsob (chief) Kusiele Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kuoli 22.08.2003 Nuo-ire Kpanyaane Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kuoli 22.08.2003 Tengan Kpanyaane Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kuoli 22.08.2003 Yangsoo (regent) Bimbiile Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Kyetuu-Kuuziegang 25.02.1999 Gyile Bagna (Kyetuu-Nyourgang naa), Kosi Kpanyaane Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Debmole (tengansob) et al.
Kyetuu-Nyourgang 26.02.1999 Ralio Tengdong, Peter Sienwob, Tambiile Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Rafael Sienwob
Kyetuu-Tuolegang 14.01.1998 Maasaagyir Debpula (naa), Kpeb-bersaan Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Tuole et al.
Kyetuu-Tuolegang 26.02.1999 Maasaagyir Debpula (naa) et al. Kpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Lambussie 28.11.1989 K.Y. Baloro (kuoro) et al. ? Sisala English Carola Lentz
Lambussie 02.12.1992 Salifu Bawa Dy-Yakah ? Sisala English Carola Lentz
Lambussie 31.08.1993 Salifu Bawa Dy-Yakah ? Sisala English Carola Lentz
Lambussie 29.11.1994 Nansie Issifu Tomo (totina) et al. ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
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Lambussie 02.12.1994 Darte Bason Boyuo et al. ? Sisala English, Sisala Carola Lentz
Lawra-Yirkpee 24.12.1994 Yobo Kiebang et al. Kusiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nabaala 04.12.1994 Banii Kambang (kuoro), ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
Zogdaase Banu,
Winawah Sinayor et al.
Nandom 11.12.1989 Gamuo Mwinpuor Le-ib et al. Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nandom 07.12.1992 Gbeckatur Boro Bekuone Dagara English Carola Lentz
Nandom 10.12.1992 Patrick Viiru Bekuone Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nandom-Pataal 27.11.1989 Kyiir Fatchu, Gbellu Lee Bekuone Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nandomkpee 28.11.1989 Gamuo Kog, Gamuo Der Tubor Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nandomkpee 29.11.1994 W.K. Dibaar et al. Dikpiele Dagara English Carola Lentz
Nandom-Bilegang 05.12.1990 Solikum Saakum (tengansob) Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Bianka Gartelmann
Nandom-Bilegang 06.12.1990 Guu Laulau Berwuole Dagara Dagara Bianka Gartelmann
Nandom-Bilegang 17.12.1994 Soglikuu Saakum (tengansob) et al. Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nandom Traditional ?7.03.2001 chiefs from more than 20 villages of Nandom | various Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile,
Area Traditional Area Bartholomew Bemile
Nimoro 14.12.1997 Suleiman Balesemule (kuoro), ? Sisala Sisala, English Carola Lentz
Bombie Nalbie,
George Bentor et al.
Panyaan 23.12.1996 Edward Dery Yirbekya (naa) et al. Nakyele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Pina 12.12.1997 Bakuoro Yessibie (kuoro) et al. ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
Pina 15.01.1998 Constancio Debuur, Yipaale Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Luke Lanyituo et al.
Pina 15.01.1998 Sylvester Zaabaar (Dagara headman), Tambiile Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Ignacius Zaabaar
Puffien 30.12.1996 Benon Tangzu (naa), Dikpiele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Kuuniabaa
Samoa 28.11.2001 Saku Tigwii (kuoro, regent), Bureima Bamie, ? Sisala Sisala, Dagara Carola Lentz
Constancio Delle (Dagara headman) et al. Bekuone Dagara Dagara
Suke 28.11.2001 George Yiriminor Mawiise (kuoro), Bureima ? Sisala Sisala Carola Lentz
Nkakene (representative of totina), Issifu
Suulisin et al.
Suke 28.11.2001 Nakpol (Dagara headman), Charles Dembie Bekuone Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Taalipuo-Nandom 17.12.1994 David Nowe (headman) Bekuone Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Taalipuo-Nabaala 17.12.1994 Benjamin Kpinmogle (Dagara headman) Metuole Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Tantuo 27.11.1989 Tantuoyir, Soyeru Buolu et al. Birifuole Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Tantuo 18.12.1994 Siengang Naaisien (tengansaob), Nakyele Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
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Aasoyir Nibaalieru et al.

Tantuo 18.12.1994 Teme Aasoyir, Wulku, Bakotaa et al. Birifuole Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Tantuo 27.12.1996 Nituorna Beneo Il (naa), Birifuole Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Nituorna Soyir et al.
Tizza 16.08.2003 Boowo Sierkpen Gbiedeme Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Tizza 16.08.2003 Dekye Bayoo (tendaama) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Tizza 16.08.2003 Mwinwulle Kpipo (regent) Gbiedeme Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Tizza 16.08.2003 Victor Yikure ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Tolibr 22.08.2003 Der Bekuone Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Tolibr 22.08.2003 Don Kuu (naa) Bekuone Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Tom (Nandom) ?2.11.1989/ Severio Termaghre (naa) Bekuone Dagara English Heiko Bohlen,
12.12.1989 Carola Lentz
Tom (Nandom) 26.12.1996 Severio Termaghre (naa) Bekuone Dagara English Carola Lentz
Tuopari 25.12.1996 Naabone Dery (naa) et al. Gane Dagara Dagara Carola Lentz
Ullo 19.08.2003 Alfred Kudi (chief of Ullo-Kpong) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Ullo 19.08.2003 Augustine Bawaa (former secretary of Ullo- Gbiedeme Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
chief)
Ullo 19.08.2003 Boniface Banyog-inge (regent) Gbiedeme Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Ullo 19.08.2003 Samanu Namaali (tendaama) Boowale Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Yagtoor 21.08.2003 Gregory Naafur Zage Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Yagtoor 21.08.2003 Kuunibe ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Zambo 21.08.2003 Nuozie Kurikuo (naa) ? Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
Zambo 21.08.2003 Sogir (tengansob) Zage Dagara Dagara Sebastian Bemile
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