Is there a Waja-Jen? Appendix V: U. Kleinewillinghéfer, 2019

The gender system of Bona Laala cluster: Robma [~Robmal]

Robma, Banarto, Sirima.

(1) AGR based Genders
SG TN PL Benue - Volta®
YA 1 *Y
BA 2 *ba
WA 25 *W
zA (~ sA); (JA in Sirima) ?
RA 5 *du
TA 21 *to
BA 14; 12 *bu; *ka
YA 4,22 *I; *mu
23 *ma
(2) AGR classes and the respective NF
SG TN PL
AGR NF NF AGR
YA -é BA
-0~-u ZA
WA -
-to
RA -ra (-da) TA
BA -6, -0 YA

Note:

Suffix -mse ~ -msa appears to become a neutral plural marker.
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Robma

(3) Declension

AGR NF
YA/BA | -é/-d ker-é / ker-a husband [+human]
1) Et-é / b-et-a person
YA/zA | -@/-za™-a tii /tiy-a brother kinship
2) (mé / mad-ja) 2 mother
2b) -6/ -za™~-a nem-¢ / nem-za ~ nem-a hand
3) YA/YA | -é/-mé of-é / 6f-mé moon
gwee / gwgg-mé ear
-6, (-d) / -za~-sa | sangar-6 / sangar-sé louse
4) WA / ZA tad /tag-3a skin
-6, (-d)/-a s¢ey-0 / segy-a fish
rimb-d@ / rimb-a bird
WA -0 kin-6 smoke
5) -t6 | emba-to childhood
6) RA/TA | -ra/-ta sumba-rd / sumba-ta egg
din-da / din-td name
7 RA/YA | -ra/-ti~-te duu-ra / du-ti head
dunga-ra / dunga-té stone
BA/YA | -d/ - ar-d / ar-mé fire
8) hand-d / han-mé* place
biy-@ / biya-mé bow
rowd / rowg-mé
dél-é / dol-mé
9) -G/ -té taf-a / tau-té bone
bit-a / ngwa-té tree
10) BA/TA | -4 /-td bald / bala-td arm
dim-b-d / dim-td tooth
11) BA/zZA | -d/-sa ndt-d / nd-sé foot
B8 /-so bl / bi-sa thing
12) MA -ma tumd salt
13) MA/YA | -@/-mse mén-md / ménmd-mseé blood
rota-ma / rotama-mse dream
14) TA -td for-ta night
nam-td meat, flesh
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2 This example is from the Bode lect, where the suffix is -ja.

31 don't think that the singular suffix is -da I rather assume that the consonant cluster of the plural form is simplified, thus, hand-mé >
han-mé



