Noun class systems in Upper Benue : Samba-Duru, Vere - Gomme

Riitime

1) yo / be
1b)

2) yo / be
2b)

3) le / ne

4) le/re

5) go / ne

6) go/re
6b)

7) go/re
7b)

8) me
8b) me/re

9) sef re

10) re

1) ne/ne

ne
Remarks :

-a/ -be

-yo / -be

-¢ / - yaa-be
-yo / -yag-be

-le /e, -V

-le / -te,-re

-go /-’e, -V

-go /-te
-go / -nte

-go / -ne

_k~g-0

-bo /-re
-bo / -ne

-me
-me / -m-te

-se [ -re

/-tire
/ -te

-te
-re

-ne /-?e

-ne

yi-r-a / né-be

dan-a / dan-bé

bin-a / bin-be

waa-yo, waigi / waa-be
gbda-yo / gbaa-be
bini-yo / bin-be

naa / nad-yaa-be
ba'a / baa yaabe
luumi-yo / luumi-yaa-be
maéoti-yo / mdodti-yadbe

naa-le / nda-’e
zu-le / zu-*u
bi-1é / bi’i-te
td6-le / tdo-re
lén-go / lén-é
gh3?-g / gh3-?3

son-go / son-te
naa-go / na-pte
li-go / li-nte
nan-goé / nan-né
bik-o / bik-ne

la-bo / la-re

kéo-bo / kd6-re
lig-bo / lig-ne
[ém-bo / |ém-ne
nd3-me (< naa-na 'sleeping')
maam-é / mam-te
nwaam-e / nwam-te
ba-se / ba-re

ku-sé / ku-ré

bék-se / bék-tire
duk-sé / dak-té

ma’te
dé’orée

ne-ne / le-’¢

pd’-né
gam-ne

Almost all "TN" nouns in class me are noted with a plural
Almost all "TN"/"collectives" in class se are noted with a plural.

"Infinitives" are built with a suffix -na.

Source : Kleinewillinghofer field notes (2009-2012)

cf. Dieu et al. 2016

U. Kleinewillinghofer, 2018

person 112
elephant

granary

man, husband

chief

gourd

mother 1a/2a
father

market

car

grinding stone 5/6

head

stone 5121

guinea corn, millet

bone 15/6 (*only 3)
meat

spear
arm
room

back 15/21
drum

wood 14 /21
food

mahogany (Khaya senegalensis)
boat

sleep
water 23/21
breast, milk

iron; money 13/21
dust

snake

fish

face
semence

thing 20

(sth.) new
(sth.) big, grand



