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Basic info

® Kyak [bka] (Bambuka)
® Almost completely undocumented

® EGIDS level: 6a (Vigorous); spoken by all age-groups

® Population: 5,000 (1995) => 9,000-10,000 (2019)

® Spoken mostly in Karim L.amido LGA of Taraba State, but
also 1n Adamawa State. Not spoken in Gombe State.




Ethnologue

Glottolog

Niger-Congo (1542)
Atlantic-Congo (1444)
Volta-Congo (1372)
North (255)

Adamawa-Ubangi (158)

Adamawa (88)

Waja-Jen (24)
Jen (10)

Burak [bys] (A language of Nigeria)

Dza [jen] (A language of Nigeria)

Leelau [Idk] (A language of Nigeria)

Loo [Ido] (A language of Nigeria)

Maghdi [gmd] (A language of Nigeria)

Mak [pbl] (A language of Nigeria)

Mingang Doso [mko] (A language of Nigeria)
Moo [gwg] (A language of Nigeria)

Tha [thy] (A language of Nigeria)

¥ [North Volta-Congo (255)|

L

» Bua-Kim-Day (15)

» Cameroun-Ubangian (102)

» Gbaya-Manza-Ngbaka (14)

¥

— VW [Central Gur (98),

— P Northern Central Gur (39)
— P> Southern Central Gur (34)
— ¥ [Waja-Jen (25)

L p Bena-Mboi (5)

— ¥ [Bikwin-Jen (11)|

— 'V Bikwin (7)

— ¥ [Bambuka-Gomu-Leelau (3)
—  Kyak @
—  Leelau

— Moo

— VW Burak-Loo (2)
—  Burak

— Loo

— V¥ Mak-Tal (2)

—  Maghdi
— P Mak (Nigeria)

— ¥ Jen (3)
— » Dza

k Mingang Doso
Tha

— ¥ Unclassified Bikwin-Jen (1)
L » Baa




The (Bikwin-)Jen cluster
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The (Bikwin-)Jen cluster
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River Benue at Dza




Road out of Dza towards Bambuka




Geographical & Social Setting

Karim Lamido, Jalingo, Lau, Zing, Ardo Kula LGAs (Taraba State)
Lamurde, Demsa, Numan LGAs (Adamawa State)
Not in any LGAs in Gombe State.

Major towns: Bambuka, Liangum, Boko, Lissa, Lida, Krack, Bojim
(all in Karim Lamido LGA, Taraba State)

Main local markets: Bambuka, Gomu, Jen, Krack, Karim LLamido.

Strong social links (e.g. markets, intermarriage) with Gomu (Moo),
Dadiya, Jenjo (Dza), Munga, Leelau.

fajor I.2s are Hausa and English




Data

Elicited wordlist (600-700 words)
300-word comparative wordlist (Nlabephee 2017)
TCNN student data collection assignments (Soji 2010)

One good, natural, narrative text, checked

A few other unchecked texts




Consonants
R NS 71 N 10 e NDE = M eV 05501
b t d C k

Plosive p 3 g kp gb (?)
p b (k')
Implosive b d f (g6)
— .
6’
Fricative [§i \% 0/s d/z
e

C. Approx

Trill / Flap



Peculiarites

Kyak Moo |Leclau Minga
Doso

s I 0om~zom  zim dom
00~2d Z9 Odu ho ho dobo

dek~zek dzo:
00:~s0: ho:
OF:~s¢: ha
O&:~sé: fi:

Kyak Leelau Minga
Doso

[N gbop  Bop  Bwap  gbo  gbo

k___-‘




Vowels

8 basic oral vowels, 3/4 nasal vowels:

i

Mid-High - 0 :

Central
Mid-Low



Breathy vowels?

Kyak Moo |Leelau Minga Maghdi |Loo Burak
Doso

none neet net
nne| — four [ne] — mother
500, 4500 T
4000: 4000+ |
%00 I %00,
ol 'bl L lmwu mm
5 2] ' 4 F 2500, (/1111 mml
2000- ’“) | " 2000, W
1500: 1500:
10005 1000+ ' ' ‘
L . ol

2800

3.000 3100

3200

7500 7600  7.700 7800 7900




Long vowels?

No clear contrasts, but vowel length mostly optional and used
symbolically, or for emphasis:

u be nun naa g-u ke u da a lo
3.s9 pull thing  own P-3.sg DEM  3.sg put LOC  head

he pulled his things onto his head (they were light)

u bee nun naa g-u ke u da a lo
3.s0 pull thing  own P-3.sg DEM  3.sg put LOC head

he slowly pulled his things onto his head (they were heavy)




Tone

High, Low and Falling tones:

sdm - pot

som - monkey

sdm - servant




Reduction of /¢/ to [9]?

de - ‘give’ u do-m darwa

3.sg  give-me book

‘He gave me a book’

te - ‘go’ u to gwe
3.sg go house

‘He went home’

Looks like /e/ reduces to [8] clause-internally.




Phonological processes

...but no reduction of [€] In other cases:

le - ‘tooth’ [leem] [lema] [le dauda]
/le-om/ /le-ma/ /e dauda/
tooth-my tooth-your tooth Dauda
‘my tooth’ ‘your tooth’  ‘Dauda’s tooth’

...and /a/ and /e/ contrast word-medially:

zwel — ‘shoulder’ zol — ‘locust’

ou'd expect them to contrast word-finally.

-




Comparative data shows that a pre-pausal [€] which does change
in Kyak corresponds to a final /a/ in closely related languages:

Kyak (Moo |(Leelau Minga | Tha
Doso

E- te
de di dg ta d@ cfg

COI’IIC WE wa Wa wu Wa W3a

be be bai pa  bou bo

But a final [¢e] which doesn’t change, doesn’t always correspond to
a final /a/ in other languages:

Kyak |[Moo |Leelau Minga
Doso

other ne

/8l --> [e] before pause.




Nominal morphology

® No number marking on nouns
® Adjectives both before and after nouns, sometimes either

® Optional number marking (via reduplication) on adjectives
following nouns

/Ibramtal/ = /tal a-bram/ /jo  npam/
smooth stone stone ADJ-smooth cook meat
smooth stone cooked meat

/tal a-bram-bram/ /[nam a-jo-jo/
stone ADJ-smooth-smooth meat ADJ-cook-cook

h stones cooked meat




Pronominal possession

Inalienable (body parts and kinship terms, but optional for some kinship terms)

swi-am na-am [na.m] dwal-am g3-em [g3:m] jon-am
ng swi-ma na-ma dwal-ma gd-ma jon-ma
3sg Sswi-u na-u [nau] /[no:] dwal-u gd-u [gd] jon-u
1pl Swi-Di ne-bi dwal-bi g3-bi jon-bi
2pl swi-ba na-ba dwal-ba gd3-ba jon-ba
3pl SWi-i na-i [nei] dwal-i go-i jon-i
Alienable
Note:

jlbe g-am bal-g-am  nyam-g-em « Alienable /g-/

_ jibe-ma bal-ma nyam-ma morpheme not
3sg jibe-g-u bal-g-u nyam-g-u used in 2.sg, nor

, _ with non-
jibe-ga-bi bal-ge-bi  nyam-ge-bi pronominal
jibe-ga-ba bal-ge-ba  nyam-ge-ba possession.

I jibe-g-i bal-g-i nyam-g-i l




Verbal morphology

® \erbs with stable roots

u bi-m u kem-am u tok-em [toym]
2sg u bi-a u kem-a utok-a [toya]
3sg u bi-u u kem-u utok-u  [toyu]
1pl u bi-bi u kem-bi u tok-bi
2pl u bi-ba u kem-ba u tok-ba
3pl u bi-i u kem-i u tok-i [toyi]
NP u bi Dauda u kem Dauda u tok Dauda

® Verbs with unstable roots (usually ending with an unreleased plosive)

Obj. Pro. | gbap-hit zab — Kill

1sg u gbam uzem
2s( u gba(a) u za(a)
3sg u gboo u Zoo
1pl u gbap-bi u zab-bi
2pl u gbsp-ba u zab-ba

3pl u gbee [ugbe:/ugbei] u zee
. NP u gbep Dauda u zeb Dauda




Tense-aspect

Future 1 (default) Future 2 (more definite)

DT BT

(o mon tote

ZAS{s N ma tate

N Di tote
208 ba tote

i tote




Reduplication in the future

Future (definite) - intransitives Future (definite) - transitives

B T

(5o mon gboo ngbap”

Z{of ma gboo ngbap”

u tote u gboo ngbap”

1pl bi tote

2pl ba tote

i tote

NP



Evidentiality vs Indefiniteness

/u to Abuja/
3.sQ. go Abuja

he went to Abuja
(e.g. | know, e.g. because he told me himself, or | saw him go)

/u to-n Abuja/
3.sg. go-INDEF Abuja

he went to Abuja
(I think he did, but I'm not totally sure, or I'm aware that he did, e.g.
because | heard it from someone else)

/u to-n ple nde/
3.50. go-INDEF place all

everywhere (no particular place)

e




Evidentiality vs Indefiniteness

 /-n/ attaches to the end of the core (verb + object):
/m bi-n/
1.s9 see-INDEF

| saw (it)
(but | can‘t find it now)

/m bi pita-n/
1.S¢ see Peter-INDEF

| saw Peter
(somebody is asking me where Peter is, but | don’t know where he went)




Logophotic pronouns

® Logophoric pronouns are traditionally defined as
elements that:

(1) obligatorily occur in the scope of an attitude
predicate such as ‘believe’ or ‘say’, and

(1) are obligatorily construed as referring to the bearer
of the attitude, such as the subject of ‘believe’ or ‘say’.

(Pearson 2015)

® Default pronouns may or may not be construed as
referring to the bearer of the attitude.

~ © Logophoric pronouns are very common in West
‘ rican languages (e.g. Ewe, Yoruba Goe >




Logophotic pronouns

¢ N\

/u agoe @ mwen U jan/
3.sg. RPM 3.59.LOG thank  3.sg for:sure

he; (said) that he; thanked him,

7N

Igok  d3e u d3e ago @ kwe/
dove  say 3.0 say RPM 3.sg shrink

/u to swa/
3.sg Qo down

dove; said that he; should squat down




Logophotic pronouns

m ik nde jan/
LOG gath cleverness all for:sure

PROG-LOG say RPM

he, (hare) was thinking that...he, had gathered all 8¢ cleverness,

le-re $29 re ni jan na
NOM-remain one remain ? for:sure SEQ
but one remained;

/(u gok) u jik u pal @ jan/
3.sQ. dove  3.sg be:clever 3.s9 surpass LOG for:sure

. was cleverer than him, for sure.”




For turther research

® The clause-final word /jan/
® QOccurs in Kyak and Dza
® Typically glossed as ‘Completive’
® Doesn’t occur in non-speech subordinate clauses
® Usually optional

® Seems to indicate a strong commitment of the speaker
to the belief of the proposition; means something like
‘for sure’

® Used sparsely in narrative. Often used in the final
performative at the end of a narrative:

/mumwegn to bwa mbun jan/
Story go hole crab for:sure

tory has now ended’




