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Longuda

¢ Autonym: Nungurama

& Northeastern Nigeria: Adamawa and Gombe State

& ~32.000 speakers (1975) % | = | NIGERIA
® Five dialects/varieties: (e LD”FI
& Guyuk
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Numerals 1-10

Kola Dele Gwaanda Guyuk Cerin
(Kleinewillinghofer 2014)

A T
2 naakwé na:kw3 na:tsir na:sir na:sir

3  naatsdr na:sar na:kwi na:kwai na:kwal

4  néénnyir na:nir na:nir na:nir na:nir

5 naany) na:nd na:nd na:nd na:nov

6 tsaatan sa:tan na:kadna:kwi nakana:kwai nakdna:kwdi

7 inéényirinaatsar  ninasir nirna:kwi nina:kwai nina:kwai

8 nyiitin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin

9 énaanyjinéényir  OGnapdbnanir nirna:na nina:nd nina:no

3

10 koo ko kor n“Sm / gum gl



Numerals 1-10

Kola Dele Gwaanda Guyuk Cerin
(Kleinewillinghofer 2014)

1 laatwe kahwa EE na:kal FRE]

2

3

4  néénnyir na:nir na:nir na:nir na:nir

5 naany) na:nd na:nd na:nd na:nov

6 tsaatan sa:tan na:kadna:kwi nakana:kwai nakdna:kwdi

L T
8 nyiitin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin

9 énaanyjinéényir  OBnapdbnanir nirna:na nina:nd nina:no

10 koo ko kor n“Sm / gum gom



Numerals 1-10

Kola Dele Gwaanda Guyuk Cerin
(Kleinewillinghofer 2014)

1 laatwe kahwa EE na:kal FRE]

2 naakwé na:kw3 na:tsir na:sir na:sir

3  naatsdr na:sar na:kwi na:kwai na:kwal

4  néénnyir na:nir na:nir na:nir na:nir

5 naany) na:nd na:nd na:nd na:nov

o owaen stn oslenakd okl ks
7 inéényirinaatsar  ninasir nirna:kwi nina:kwai nina:kwai

8 nyiitin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin

9 énaanyjinéényir  OGnapdbnanir nirna:na nina:nd nina:no

10 koo ko kor n“Sm / gum goim



Numerals 1-10

Kola Dele Gwaanda Guyuk Cerin
(Kleinewillinghofer 2014)

1 laatwe EIE kalila na:kal na:kal

2 naakwé na:kw3 na:tsir na:sir na:sir

3  naatsdr na:sar na:kwi na:kwai na:kwal

4  néénnyir na:nir na:nir na:nir na:nir

5 naany) na:nd na:nd na:nd na:nov

6 tsaatan sa:tan na:kadna:kwi nakana:kwa nakdna:kwai

7 inéényirinaatsar  ninasir nirna:kwi nina:kwai nina:kwai

8 nyiitin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin

o enngneenye o e s pmens

10 koo ko kor n“Sm / gum goim
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Numerals 1-10

Kola Dele Gwaanda Guyuk Cerin
(Kleinewillinghofer 2014)

laatwe kahwa EE na:kal na:kal
naakwé na:kw3 na:tsir na:sir na:sir
naatsar na:sar na:kwi na:kwai na:kwal
néénnyir na:nir na:nir na:nir na:nir
naanyd na:nd na:nd na:nd na:nov
tsaatan sa:tan na:kadna:kwi nakana:kwai nakdna:kwdi
inéényir inaatsar  pinasir nirna:kwi nina:kwai nina:kwai
nyiitin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin ni:tin
énaanyj inéényir  Vbnandbnanir nirna:na nina:nd nina:no



Numerals 11-100

Dele Gwaanda Guyuk
(Sabe 2014)
11 ko yir kaliwa kuwar yir kalila nWam yirv naakal
12 kd yir naakwa kuwar yir naatsoar NYam yirv naasir
20 kotanatakwa nanatsar natasir
30 kOtanatasar nanakwi natakwal

100  kols kaliwa kuls kaliwa pulewé



Numerals 11-100

Dele Gwaanda Guyuk
(Sabe 2014)
11 ko vyir kaliwa kuwar vyir kalila nWam yirv naakal
12 ké yir naakwa kuwar yir naatsar nYam yirv naasir

20
30

-1\ [

100  kols kaliwa kula kaliwa pulewé




Numerals in a noun phrase

& Cardinal numbers follow the head noun
& Concord marking mostly through prefixes, unlike most other modifiers of NPs

® Some numerals are invariable



Dele

(1a) bali-g kali-wa
yir-¢  kali-ya
na-ka kali-ka
p3-¢ kali-13

— Concord suffix

Concord marking: 1

one cow
one man
one hand
one thigh

Guyuk

(1b) bali-weé
zVali-@
Z1-ka
pYo-19

na-wo-kal
IERVERE]
na-ka-kal
na-l-kal

— Concord prefix

one cow
one man

one snake
one thigh



Concord marking: 2-5

Dele Guyuk

(2a) bali-hd  na-ha-kwa two cows (2b) bali-he  na-ha-sir two cows
bali-hd  na-ha-sar three cows bali-hé  na-ha-kwai  three cows
bali-hd  na-hi-pir four cows bali-hé  na-ha-pir four cows
bali-hd  na-ha-n3 five cows bali-hé  na-ha-nj five cows

— Concord prefix — Concord prefix



Dele

(3a) bali-h3
bali-hd
bali-hd
bali-hd
bali-hd

satan
ninasir

nitin
vnandvnanir
ko

- No concord marking

Concord marking: 6-10

Guyuk
SiX COWS (3b) bali-hé
seven COWS bali-hé
eight cows bali-hé
nine cows bali-hé
ten cows bali-hé

naka-na-ha-kwal
ni-na-ha-kwai
ni:tin
ni-na-ha-nd
nYom

SIX COWS
Seven COws
eight cows
nine cows
ten cows

—> Concord prefix / no concord marking



Word order in a noun phrase

Head noun Adjectives Numerals Demonstratives
Dele Guyuk

(4a) bali far-ha na-ha-kw3 (5a) bali-we far-o na-wo-kal
COW red-CL NUM-CL-two cow-CL red-CL NUM-CL-one
;two red cows’ ,one red cow’

(4b) di-t3 kwi fi-bd (5b) z5-t3 nN&:-@-sir ta-ma
shirt-CL  two CL-DEM snake-CL NUM-CL-two CL-DEM

‘these two shirts’ ,those two snakes (out of sight)’



Numerals in Adamawa languages

& Boyd (1989): Number Systems in the Adamawa Branch of Niger-Congo

& Pozdniakov (2012): From Atlantic to Niger-Congo: three, two, one...
(draft for the Niger-Congo Congress)

® Pozdniakov (2018): The Numeral System of Proto-Niger-Congo
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Numerals in Adamawa languages

Proto Form
(Boyd 1989/Pozdniakov 2018)

*KWIN/ *kwiT(V) / *KWAT
*ITO

*taat

*naX

nun

5+1

5+2 (also 4+3)

4 reduplicated (also 5+3)

*boo / *kob

Dele

kaliwa
na:kw3
na:sar

na:nir

na:nd

sa:tan
ninasir

ni:tin
vnandvnanir
kow

Guyuk

na:kal

na:sir
na:kwai
na:nir

na:nd
ELERERAYE]
nina:kwai
ni:tin
nina:ni
nYim



Bibliography

Boyd, Raymond. 1989. ,,Number Systems in the Adamawa Branch of Niger-Congo“. African
Languages and Cultures 2, 2. 149-173.

Kleinewillinghofer, Ulrich. 2014. ,Longuda (Nungura) Cluster. Pronouns and Numbers 1-10
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-adamawa/files/2014/03/Longuda-pronouns-and-numbers-1-
10.pdf. [7 August 2019].

Pozdniakov, Konstantin. 2012. ,From Atlantic to Niger-Congo: three, two, one...“. Draft for the Niger-
Congo Congress 18-21 September 2012.

Pozdniakov, Konstantin. 2018. The Numeral System of Proto-Niger-Congo. A step-by-step
reconstruction. Berlin: Language Science Press.

Sabe, Charles Zaure. 2014. The People of Nyuwar. Zaria: Tamaza Publishing Company Limited.

Stolz, Thomas; Ljuba Veselinova. 2005. ,,Ordinal Numbers®. In: Haspelmath, Martin; Matthew Dryer,
David Gil, Bernard Comrie (ed.): The World Atlas of Language Structures. New York: Oxford
University Press.



	The Numeral System in �Longuda Varieties
	Longuda
	Numerals 1-10
	Numerals 1-10
	Numerals 1-10
	Numerals 1-10
	Numerals 1-10
	Numerals 11-100
	Numerals 11-100
	Numerals in a noun phrase
	Concord marking: 1
	Concord marking: 2-5
	Concord marking: 6-10
	Word order in a noun phrase
	Numerals in Adamawa languages
	Numerals in Adamawa languages
	Bibliography

