


Introduction

Alenjo or Dz> is an Adamawa | &
A It is spoken in some parts of Adamawa, Gombe and Taraba

A It is one of the small group, less studied languages of

Adamawa

A Population about 100,000 according to Ethnologue



Aldeophone is one of the characteritics of African
languages

ABut it is now known to appear in European, American
and Asian languages

A Most studies on ideophones reckoned with Doke (1935)

AA lot of linguists have studied ideophones such as
Newman (1989), Killan-Hatz (2001), Beck (2008),
Dingemanse (2012 etc.



Definition of Ideophone

ACrystal (2008) defines ideophonesasa term u
In linguistics and phonetics for any vivid
(iIdeophonic) representation of an idea in sound,
such as occurs through onomatopoeia.

A Dingemanse (2013) defines ideophones as marked
words that depict sensory imagery. That iIs their

meanings are in the domain of sensory imagery,
evoking all sorts of perceptions and inner sensation
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that evoke the idea of a perception mediated by
different senses,the idea of a mental or physical
sensation, or the idea of a state or a manner of

action.




Alm

A To get a full descriptive grammar of a language, it is
Important to study every aspect of it. Thus, this study
explores the grammatical functions of Jenjo ideophones




Statement of the Problem

A ldeophonesin adamawa languagesare not give much
attention

Theoretical Framework

A This research follows the basic linguistic theory as
described by Dixon (2010)

At simply describe language just the way it is



Methodology

A The data for this study were collected through recorded
folktales, and personal observation of daily
conversations

A Data were transcribed and the ideophones elicited




Discussion

Phonological properties

A Phonemes that are found in the conventional Jenjo
vocabulary are also found in the ideophonese x c e p t

i Voicelessvelar fricative / T,
| voicelesspalatal approximant /M and
I voiced palatal approximant / M/



alone In the ideophones except in consonant clusters.
Fore x ampl e5

bwiHd z wi>z pprleophone that describes o f t n e s

b w”™ n ghg wdideophone that describe tight and

smal |l O



and do not occur in conventional Jenjo vocabulary.
Exampl e5s

h T] 0SS o whcdminginahur randod
by F 0s o uwhilgingbi rdsoé
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A,
phonemes found In Jenjo ideophones, more than any
others

AVowel harmony. Example

+ATR -ATR vowels

, P wpu=0 s o whfda Itshlo w>ev elr ayr d 6
nwakhkeo dr do kvt & pk pesotitdefmi | | 1 ng




Syllable Structure of

Jenjo ldeophones

AFour syllable structure types were evident in Jenjo
ideophones

ACV  Ig&TF omannerless

ACVC [hT]F csound of coming
ACCV JdEwdewr> 0descri bes softne
ACCVC /b w"” = b ddescribessmallandt i ght 6
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A There are three level tones in the Jenjo ideophon’es“
Thesecombine to give the following tone melodies In
disyllabic ideophoness HH, MM, LL, LH, LR, FM, and
LM. But LL and MM are the most common.

AWhile there is only one tone melody in polysyllabic

ideophones, LLL, as against the conventional Jenjo
polysyllabic nouns which hasHHH, HHM and HHL.




Morphological Properties

AMorphoIoglcaIIy ideophones In Jenjo have no
Inflection

AJenjo ideophones are mostly disyllabic with a
default shape/ CVCV/

AOnly one reduplicative pattern which is the full
reduplicated ideophones




Full Reduplication

AFull reduplication expressesintensity and emphasis
such as

Alzt¥everydi rt yizt¥E&Icdext r emel y o
Aljl¥@very c 0 ol 6 /]| ¥a¥c-dextremely coold
Alg 80 h e awyn &/g g 80 r un hiemgy i |
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Vowel shortening or lengthening is not common in
Jenjo phonology but these are attested In the
ideophones for the purpose of emphasis for example

y tztz (horrible smell) can be emphasisedasy
tztzzzz (extremely horrible smell)




Syntactic Properties
of ldeophones

AJenjo ideophones may follow nouns, verbs or
adjective
AThey can function in relative clauses, adverbial
clauses

AWhen ideophone occurs after a genitive noun it does
the work of an auxiliary verb and adjective
modifying noun e.g.




