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0. Preface

This article is the written version of a paper praed to the conference "Language Use and LangDhgrge
in the Lake Chad Area", University of Maiduguri, tBlser 1991. It was submitted in 1992 to be includethe
proceedings. The proceedings were never publidnethe absent of up-to-date studies on this topmst the
paper in this form. It has to borne in mind thaggsentially reflects the state of the art of 148K 2014.)

1. Introduction

The overview presented here is a first evaluatiodata which was mainly collected in 1990 during
brief visits in Adamawa State, Niger’iél?herefore, its conclusions are preliminary; theeegch is still
on-going. Neither the phonologies nor the tonolegi€ the languages dealt with are studied in detail
However, since to the best of my knowledge notlsinigstantial has been published on the noun classes
of the languages of the group, | take the oppafunipresent an overview of my findings so far.

The languages of tfBana-Mboi group are mainly spoken in the northerrt pathe Adamawa State
in Northeast Nigeria. The group is classified by@&iberg 1963 as Group 7 of the Adamawa Branch, of
the Adamawa-Eastern (= Adamawa-Ubangi) family ofédiCongo. Bennett 1983 combines the
Yungurgroup with Greenbergs Adamawa groups 1, 91&nfthe Tula-Waja, Bikwin-Jen, and Longuda
groups respectively) to form a linguistic unit wihitie calls "Trans-Benue". He argues that "Trans
Benue" may have an intermediate status formingnk lietween the eastern branches of the Gur
languages and the remaining Adamawa-Ubangi gral§83( 41)

In terms of speakefBona-Mboi languages in general are small. An excap®ona Yungur which
is spoken in more than a dozen settlements. Ajdages are very poorly documented. In 1992, the
wordlists and phrases in Meek 1931 on Yungur, LRaba, and Mboi were the only language materials
published. Blench (1990), probably on the basisnpfublished data, subdivides the Yungur group @nto
Bona group (comprising dBana proper (Yungur), Voro, Lala and Roba) andesadgroup (comprising
of Gona [= Mboi], Handa and Banga), while the positidrLio is not clear. Based on my own notes
Libo - or Kaan as the people refer to themselvesms a third branch within the Yungur group.

The designation "Yungur' used in the literaturéhasname for the entire language group derives from
the largest ethnic group which is called YungurYongor) by their neighbours, while the Yungur refe
to themselves aBbna'. The people known as Laala who speak varidradanguage closely related to
(Bana) Yungur, however, refer to themselves Bsna' as well. Thus the nam@&3dna subgroup”
comprising all the languages of the vari@isna peoples is more suitable as a term of referefioe.
reference terms for the individuslona languages are accordingly composites,Baa Yungur and
Bona Laala.

As designation for the 4Ba subgroup of Blench 1990, we prefer to retain 8Mbas used by Meek
(1931). This is how the various Mboi peoples réfethemselves and their respective languagesein th
terminology they differentiate the two main sectias 'Mboi' and ('Mboi' of) 'Haanda'. As regards th
name of the higher grouping, they strongly obje¢teldde subsumed under "Yungur". On the basis of the
two main divisions of the group, the narBena-Mboi Group' may thus be proposed instead.

With respect to noun classes®ana-Mboi languages Greenberg observes that: "In Wuag find
some unexplained suffix alternations as clear ime#ta of the ma noun class." (1963: 10); and in géne

! Research was conducted within the framework ofih#i-disciplinary research project "Kulturentwlokg und
Sprachgeschichte im Naturraum Westafrikanische i8&/§SFB 268)" based at the University of Frankdund
was generously financed by the Deutsche Forschengsigschaft (DFG).

2 See also Boyd (1989: 180) on the plausibility ehBetts ‘Trans-Benue' subgrouping.
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that: "the drift in Niger-Congo has been in theedtion of the simplification of the nominal
classificational system" (1963: 9). The 'unexpldisaffix alternations' he mentions are, as dematesir

in this study, clear signs of noun class systemgh@Bona-Mboi languages. Yet, also the second
statement holds true f@sna-Mboi languages. We notice that most languages ¢e have simplified
the nominal classificational system. Specifically eegards the complexity and diversity of the
accompanying concord systems, the sets of morphaffiesd to qualifiers, adjectives, pronouns etc in
agreement with the noun class of the head nouraappée eroded.

Noun classes are wide spread in the different i@sof Niger-Congo and usually seen as part of the
common heritage. Thus, even though the class sgstétheBona-Mboi languages must have diverted
from the inherited system, they are still likelyhave retained certain features also found elseanimer
Niger Congo. We notice a particular class whichagexclusively contains nouns denoting human
beings, other classes contain the majority of alsinteees and things made from wood, mineralstdrui
and so forth. However, since the number of noussés is limited, different categories may/must be
combined in one class. In addition the languageg haave evolved along different lines so that the
ordering principles may have been reinterprete@van lost. The overall semantics of a given noun
class in any of the languages presented herefisullifto satisfactorily define. One usually findsuns
which - at least from an outside point of view ultbalso be assigned to a different class or dise t
presence of a particular noun in a certain clags dwt agree with what one may reflect to be the
semantic category of that class. However, as weatsm notice for th8ona-Mboi languages certain
classes seem to have preserved (inherited) senfeatisres to some extent and accordingly certain
nouns (or items) do stick to certain classes wdtiteers may have shifted to other classes.

The following study is an overview of the nominddssificational system in severa@bna-Mboi
languages. We notice in general that the concordplnemmes often resemble the respective noun
suffixes. However, there is also a tendency ofgigieneral concord markers. This may be an indicatio
that older systems of class agreement by affixingsarete concord morpheme for each noun class are
in the process of being reduced. At this stagehgeefore base the presentation of the presumed noun
classes mainly on the form of the respective ndfixes, as they become apparent when one compares
the respective singular and plural forms. The n@amsthus grouped according to their affixes, dergu
and plural forms are separated by a slash. Colwnnthe right generally show the concord suffixes
where they are known. The concord suffixes aregmtesl in the form as they are suffixed to e.g.
adjective stems. Variant noun forms and concordpimames are separated by "~". The variations are
usually phonological in nature. Lacking adequatagint in the tonologies of the respective languages
tonal differences of the noun suffixes and or cedecoorphemes mainly remain unheeded.

2. Noun classes in the Mboi subgroup

The languages of the Mboi subgroup are mainly spakeé&song L.G.A. (Local Government Area) in
Adamawa State. Overviews of the noun classes itatiguages of the Mboi of Gulongo and the (Mboi
of) Haanda are presented here. According to tipeialeers the two variants are mutually intelligible.

Nouns denoting ‘human beings' largely have a samgulffix -e while the plural is mainly formed by
a suffix-aa. Most nouns have in addition a prefixin the singular.

(1) Mboi: concord suffixes
a-cén-¢ / ton-aa woman -ya~-</-wa~-a
a-gon-aa / gon-aa person
a-kdr-¢é / kdr-aa man
44 / mbaa child
Haanda:
a-cén-i /ton-aa woman -e/-a
a-gon-aa / gon-aa person

a-kor-e / kor-aa man
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A large number of nouns form the plural by suffixizato the noun stem. The concord morpheme is
segmentally identical. Most singular form show tlevel 0 as the suffix. Their respective concord
morphemes arava ~-0.The majority of nouns denoting animals are todaendl in this gender, but also
other nouns like 'grease’, 'tail' and 'eye'.

Mboi:
sh?h-¢ / sh?hi-za
zangdy-6 / zangdy-za

)

yar-6 / yar-za

tol-0 / tol-za

nam-6 / nam-z4 (~namtad)
nuu / nuu-za

Haanda:

sh?h-1 / sh?hi-za
zankar-0 / zankar-za
tol-o / tol-za

yar-0 / yar-za
fontdr-6 / fontdr-za
nuu / nuu-za

fish -wa~o/-za
louse

grease

tail

flesh

eye

fish -wa/-za
louse

tail

grease

claw

eye

Not all animal names were recorded with the suffiternations as in (2). There are a few cases
where the singulars are apparently formed morphcédly in the same way as the nouns denoting
humans in (1). The plurals are, however, formedh wialike the plural of animals in (2). In Mboi 'bird’
has a plural variant which appears to be a compotitahild' and 'bird' with the suffixaa. Suffix -aais
characteristic in Mboi and Haanda for nouns degdtimmans (cf. (1)).

Mboi:
a-rém-¢é / rem-za
~a-rém-é / mbaa-rém-aa

®3)

a-bua / bua-za

Haanda:
a-rém-1/rem-za
a-bua / bua-za

bird
bird
dog

bird
dog

The singulars of the nouns in (4) and (5) are farméth the suffix-o as well. Yet, their plural
suffixes differ. The examples in (4) do not reprgsa common gender (or singular/plural suffix
alternation), they are rather single cases. Thewshplural suffix-dain Mboi and-ta in Haanda. This
suffix is very common as the plural class markeénbelow. The singular form of 'tooth' appearbe¢o
formed with a suffix-bo. Instead of assuming-80 singular class of which 'tooth' would be the only
example, we rather assume a phonologically conditiovariant, i.e. the singular suffix-g, asin (2),
and the stem final /b/ will be dropped in fronttloé -da ~taplural suffix. Since the concords in Mboi for
‘claw' and 'tooth' are identical this interpretats@ems to be justified.

Mboi:
find-6 / findi-da
dom-b-6 / dom-da

(4)

Haanda:
tumatum-6 / tumatum-ta
d3m-b-6 / dom-ta

claw -wa/ -ta
tooth -wa/ -ta
dew

tooth
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The plural of the nouns in (5) is formed by a suf&, and a prefixa-. Their concord morphemes are
-e ~-ya.The nominal affixes as well as the concords resembat is presented for singulars of nouns
denoting persons in (1) and animals in (3) abovkil&the prefixa- in (1) and (3) may be derived from
the lexeme ‘child' (cf. (1)) this explanation i feasible here; unless we assume that the nou(s in
form their plurals with the same class. In Haanda,notice a palatalization of the stem final /t/anh
followed by /e/. Another Haanda example showing #ound law can be seen when comparing the
lexemes for ‘woman' in (1) and the correspondimrgriges ofBana in (10).

(5)  Mboi:
ngod-5 / a-nged-¢ tree -wa~-0 / -e ~-ya
nad-6 / a-nad-e foot
Haanda:
nbot-6 / a-nbéc-¢ tree -0/-e
nat-6 / a-nac-¢ foot

The nouns in (6) represent one of the major gendensoun class pairings known in Mboi and
Haanda. Many examples can be found the singulahath is marked by a suffiyya while the plural is
marked by a suffixda in Mboi. The suffix equivalents in Haanda ara /-ta. The singular is cognate to
one of the widest spread Niger-Congo noun cladggs.class has been reconstructed for example as *
or *di for Proto-Bantu, Benue-Congo and Gur respett. It usually contains items like 'egqg’, 'bréas
'tooth’, 'stone’, and so forth. The examples st the singular suffixya in Mboi corresponds to the
suffix -ra in Haanda. Since the suffix alternatioa /-ta is also attested in all other Yungur languages,
we can assume that Haanda has preserved the aldes.fThe-ya /-da alternation in Mboi (of
Gulungo) is a phonological peculiarity. (Anotherigat of Mboi, the one from Livo, has the suffix
alternation-ya /-tainstead.)

(6) Mboi
shii-ya / shii-da egg -ya/ -da
luu-ya / luu-da cloud
dungul-ya / dungul-da stone
3i-ya / 3ii-da breast
ndi-a / ndii-da name
Haanda:
shii-ra / shii-ta egg -ra/ -ta
liu-ra / liu-ta cloud
dungul-a / dungul-ta stone

The nouns in (7) form the plurals with the suffeq which we already saw with nouns in (2). The
singulars here, however, belong to a different nolass. This is shown by the different concord
morphemeya (as againstwain (2)). The nominal suffix of the singulars seembe-a.

(7)  Mboi:
waya / waya-za fire -ya/-za
pid / pia-za mountain
Haanda:
war-4 / war-za fire
fta / fta-za horn

A few nouns (8) in Mboi and Haanda have a pecudliagular plural affix alternation. The singulars
apparently show the same affixes as the singutaf$)iand the plurals in (6). The plurals of theim®
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in (8) are formed in Mboi with a prefixadon-, the etymology of which cannot be given; whereas i
Haanda the plural of 'month' shows a prefikeah-, which cannot be explained as well. In Haanda the
plural of ‘hand’, however, seems to have the manghehildren' (cf. (3) above) prefixed to the noun
stem. In addition, the plurals of all these noume marked by the suffixma which, at least
segmentally, resembles the suffix of the class whantains liquids and masses in (9).

(8) Mboi

a-déf-¢ / won-déf-oma moon / month

a-nii / won-nii-ma hand
Haanda:
a-déf-¢ / ban-def-ma moon / month

a-nii / mba-nii-ma hand

Finally in Mboi and Haanda a noun class marked tsyffix -ma contains chiefly nouns denoting
masses and liquids. This again is cognate to awelgspread Niger-Congo class the semantic and clas
marker of which can be found in almost all subg=oups existence in the languages of the Yungur
group was already noted by Greenberg (1963: 1Baa®een quoted earlier on.

(9) Mboi
kaa-ma seed -ma
mado-ma blood
Haanda:
kaa-ma seed -ma
mat3-ma blood

It is shown that the class system of Mboi resemtilesone of Haanda to a very high degree. The
main differences are of phonological (and possitagological) nature. Intervocalic /r/ in Haanda
corresponds to /y/ in Mboi, thus the probably olftem of the singular class suffixa is preserved in
Haanda, while Mboi shows a suffiya instead. The plural suffixa in Haanda in (4) and (6), likewise
corresponds to the plural suffidain Mboi of Gulungo. The sound correspondence trirocalic /t/ in
Haanda and /d/ in Mboi is also evident in 'tree &oot' in (5).

3. Noun classes in languages of Bua subgroup

All languages of théBana subgroup have noun class systems. The noun sldfises of Bana
Yungur as spoken around Dumne in Song L.G.A. anddlofBona Laala as spoken around Bodwai
(Bode) in Shellen L.G.A. both in Adamawa State, are presghere. IfBona Yungur it appears that the
concord system is on the brink of erosion, the omiors had a tendency to only use a limited selec
of the concords irrespective whether or not theygeagvith the particular noun class of the head noun
There was also variation across speakers. Thisneeaident when | compared the recordings with the
data in the variants of théBona Laala. There a much more elaborated set of cdnco
particles/morphemes appears to be generally maedai

3.1 Bena Yungur.

In Bana Yungur most nouns denoting human beings areedarkthe singular by a suffee and in
the plural by a suffixa, similarly to what we noted for Mboi in (1).

(10) céén-€/thoon-a woman
¢ét-¢ / b-¢ét-4 person
ed-bar-¢ / b-ed-bar-a man
awé / amba child
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The same class morphemes are also suffixed to rdmnming animals as shown in (11). The préfix
which is part of the plural marking of 'dog’ anatdbis most likely cognate to the plural of ‘chil@his
resembles what we saw in Mboi in the case of 'fofd(3) above).

(11) sé-€/siy-aa fish
rimb-€ / am-rimb-4 bird
~rib-é / am-rib-4 bird
buy-¢ ~bwe-¢ / am-bu-a dog

The singular/plural suffix alternaticm ~-0 /-sa ~-zas one of the major gendersBana Yungur (cf.
(2) for Mboi). It contains the majority of the naumlenoting animals as well as nouns of different
semantics.

(12) nam-u, ndm-6 / nam-za ~ nam-sa meat; animal
nuud / ndd-sa eye
gin-0 / gin-za ~ gin-sa smoke

The same plural classa ~ -zaalso forms the plurals of the nouns in nouns 8).(Yet their singular
affix and class isé like the animate nouns in (10) and (11).

(13) nét-€/nét-sa foot
ném-¢€ / ném-sa hand

The nouns in (14) represent the gender/-ta. This class pairing has been discussed for Mboi
already (cf. (6). I'Bana Yungur we find almost the very same items regoriesl.

(14) liu-ra/liu-ta cloud
sumboo-rd / sumboo-ta egg
don-da / don-ta name
doo-ra / doo-ta breast
kunduu-ra / kinduu-ta stone
~kuduura

Of interest is the plural of 'head' which has thiis -te, while the singular suffix isra.
(14a) dii-ra / duu-té head

Synchronically plural suffixte could be seen as a phonological variant, sincetite only example
in the data available. However, diachronically theain is probably a remainder of the gendar/-te
whichis known in other languages of tlBana subgroup and which regularly contains 'headiniptes
in Bona Laala are shown in (22).

The nouns in (15) represent nouns which shareitigelar suffix-a (mainly bearing a high tone) and
the concord suffix-ba. In the case of 'tooth' the singular suffix seemdécba in one of the two
variants, yet we still regard the suffix to k& and the loss of /b/ in front of the plural markex as
phonologically conditioned. Even though the singelancord suffix isba, a nominal suffixta has not
yet been attested in afBona language. The plural suffixes and respective@ahmarker show that
these nouns belong to two different genders. Ir) (hBy form their plural withté, and the plural
concord ista. The nouns in (15) mainly form their plurals withé though the plural concord suffix is
—ya The plural of 'tree' (which is 'regular' in itségularity’ in allBana-Mboi languages ) is marked by
a plural suffix -e instead Nominal suffix -e with concord suffix-ya is also characteristic for the
singulars of nouns denoting humans and animalspgnd (11).

(15) concord suffixes
tof-a / tdp-ta bone -ba/ -ta
ddm-b-4 ~ ddf-a / ddm-ta tooth
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(15a) 6f-a / 6p-mé
pdl-a/ pala-mé
bot-a / nbwec-e

moon, month -ba/-ya
wing
tree -ba/-ya

The plural class with the suffsméand concordyaalso forms the plurals of the nouns in (16), yet
their singular suffix is probably€. This singularjoins them with the singular of the nouns in (16a)

‘hand' and ‘foot'.
(16) 7¢é¢€/ ?7¢é-mé

gWES / gwég-mé

mouth
ear

The nouns in (17) apparently bear the suffixa Their class is cognate to the well-known Niger
Congo *ma class containing liquids and often masss.

(17) kwéd-mé
~ mun-ma

kaa-ma

3.2 Bona Laala.

blood
blood

seed

In the Bona Laala variant of Bodwai (#le) nouns denoting human beings show a su#fin-the
singular while the plurals are formed with the buff. Both suffixes seem to bear a high tone. 'Moon'
apparently belongs to the same gender.

(18)
toon-¢ / toon-a
yeet-¢ / beet-a
au-kdr-i/ am-kor-4a
auw-¢ / amb-a
wop-€ / wop-a

concord suffixes
woman -ya/ -ba
person
man
child
moon / month

The nouns in (19) represent a gender which contimsng others animal names. It predominantly
forms the singular with the high tone suffi while the plural is formed by a low tone suff&x Thus
the plural suffix differs only tonally from the phi of humans in (18). That these two are distpiatal
classes becomes clear by the difference in theotcdmorphemes they require.

(19) shiy-¢/ shiy-a
rimb-4 / rimba-a
yol-6 / yol-a
t61-6 / tol-a

fish -wa / -ja
bird

mountain

tail

The group of nouns in (20) may represent a diffegemder, although the concord morphemes are
the same as for the nouns in (19). Possible irg&pons include, (i) plural suffixa, as in (19),
represents a distinct plural class which has tsstormer concord marker and merged with plurassla
ja, (i) plural suffix -a, as in (19), and plural suffixja, as in (20) are allomorphs of the same class,
phonologically conditioned by unknown sound lawse Bingular suffix in (19) and (20) is probably the
same. In (20) it may have amalgamated with the radem in the first two examples and apocopated in
the case of 'louse’ (cf. 'louse' in the variantkepoin Yang). The plurafja corresponds tesa ~-zaof
‘Bona Yungur andzaof Mboi. -zais also the plural suffix in the Yang variant®éna Laala.

(20) nygd/nyoo-ja
nud / nuu-ja
jangar / jangir-ja

hair -wa/ -ja
eye

louse (cfzangar-6 / zangar-za in Bana Laala of Yang)
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The singular plural suffix alternatioma ~ -da /-ta of the nouns in (21) does not need further
comments. This gender is cognate to the gemdérta in Mboi andBona Yungur.

(21) liu-ra/liu-ta cloud -ra/ -ta
sumbu-rd / sumbu-ta egg
din-da / din-t4 name

The singular class suffix of the nouns in (22)res as well, but these nouns form the plural with the
suffix -te. The plural concord morphemga-differs as well. Thusra /-te represents a different gender
or class pairing. In Laal®sna this gender has a number of examples, unlikBoma Yungur where
'head' is the only example known so far (cf. (14)).

(22) duud-ra/ duu-té head -ra/-ya
kwee-ra / kwee-te neck
kon-da / kén-te stone

The singular of the nouns in (23) is formed witle guffix -a mainly with a high tone. The plural
suffixes differ. The singular/plural suffixes ofebe nouns resemble the two genders of the respectiv
Boana Yungur nouns in (15). One group of nouns foreirthlurals with a suffixta, whereas the plural
suffix of 'horn' and 'bow' ismé(23a). The plural of 'tree' shows the suffix

(23) top-a/tou-ta bone
dom-b-4 / dom-ta tooth

(23a) pot-a / pata-mé horn
biy-4/ biya-mé bow
boot-a / ngwaat-¢é tree

The singular and plural suffixes of the nouns i) (&present the gender shown RBxma Yungur in
(16). The singular suffix of these nouns is propabl The plural of 'ear' and ‘'mouth’ is formed Hoyé
while the plural of 'hand' is again in a differghiral classja.

(24) nyéé/nyéé-mé mouth ya/-ya
gwee / gwee-mé ear
(24a) ném-¢é / ném-ja hand

Finally the-masuffix of mass nouns and liquids occurs with 'saed 'milk’. Similar to the evidence
in Bana Yungur this suffix differs from the plural suffiméof the nouns in (23) and (24).
(25) kaama seed
mee-ma milk

4. Noun classes in Kaan (Libo).

Kaan or Libo, as it is called in the literaturespgoken in and around the Libbo Hills to the nodhtv
of the confluence of the rivers Benue and GongmlaNuman L.G.A., Adamawa State. Among the
‘Bona-Mboi languages Kaan has the most reduced nass si/stem. In Kaan the suffinahas become
a general plural marker which has apparently regplao many cases older plural formations. Nouns
denoting human beings still show a plural sufaxresembling what we saw in the other languages of
this group. Yet;mais used here as well. The singular suffixi isn one case and uncertain in others.

(26) tonn-i/tdnn-a woman
7ere / bagviry-ma person
dikir / dikir-ma ~ dikir-a man
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Peculiar to Kaan is the suffiXo- which marks the plural of only a few nouns in mgtal The
respective singular forms mainly bear a suHa When comparing these examples with the other
languages we note thdb-seemingly corresponds tga—-zaand sarespectively.

(27) feem-a/feem-?0 tail
1sa-?a / is-?76 fruit
ndm-?a / nom-?9 arm

neer / neer-?6 ~neer-tom-?6 foot

The nouns in (28) are residues of thee/-ta gender attested in Mboi/Haanda &wha. In Kaan we
note double suffixation, the plural markemais added to the expected older plural suHtix

(28) sombo-ra/ sombo-to-ma egg
kwandar / kwandar-to-ma  stone
tofa-ra / tofo-to-mé bone

The plural of the majority of nouns in Kaan, howevie formed by simply suffixingma to the
singular form; thus, the respective singular seffiappear to b& in most cases. The nouns in (29a) are
separated out of diachronic reasons. These noumangieally and/or lexically correspond to nouns in
Mboi which form their plurals with the suffixna as well. In theBona subgroup the corresponding
nouns have the plural suffiérespectively.

(29) ndar / ndor-ma name
shau / shau-ma fish
zuzuntl / zizuntu-ma cloud

(29a) twi / twii-ma ear
twara / twara-ma mountain
ar-a / ar-ma fire

Of interest is the group of nouns in (30) represgnthe inherited *ma class of liquids and masses.
Even though 'seed' shows that the suffiréd is also found with mass nouns, the other two ndolpsd'
and ‘'water', rather indicate that the inheriteceokliffix of the *ma class is reduced-in.

(30) morum blood
bardm water
somoroma seed

The noun stem denoting 'seed’ is peculiar to Kamhappears to be an innovation or borrowing.
Thus the source of the general plural markedtin Kaan is probably not the suffix of the *ma clalsst
rather the suffix of a formerly distinct plural s&g which still manifests in the plural forms oé thouns
in (29a), and which is cognate to the plural clasix -main Mboi and méin the Bona languages
respectively.

5. Conclusion

In summary, it has been demonstrated that languaigése Bona-Mboi or Yungur group possess
noun class systems which show a remarkable degremoroespondences in their regularity and
irregularity. The noun classes are marked by sjpedifiss morphemes which are mainly suffixed to the
various noun stems. Due to the limitations of thailable material grammatical agreement and the
respective concord elements could not be discussddtail. We nevertheless observed already that -
apart from Kaan - all languages of the group maakgnatical agreement on dependent elements in the
noun phrase, based on the noun class of the regpd&tad nouns. The various concord morphemes
segmentally often resemble the nominal suffixes.
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When we consider the more complex class systemspr@sent an older stage, the class systems of
the languages presented show various stages dafti@ululhe most complex systems exist in languages
of the Bana subgroup, while the number of noun classes enMboi subgroup appears to be more
reduced. The most eroded stage is noted in Kaamewthe suffix ma has become a general plural
marker which replaced older plural suffixes in thejority of nouns. This becomes most evident in
those cases where older plural suffixes are stilhtained andmais suffixed in addition.

Reduction and simplification is also observableregards the grammatical agreement patterns.
Although we recorded in all languages, except Kaéstinct and complex sets of concord morphemes,
we nevertheless noted a tendency to use only &tinsielection of these concords irrespective whethe
or not they agree with the particular noun clasthefhead noun. This was observe@ima Yungur as
well as local variants of the other languages dtad across speakers of the same variant.
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