
General Introduction 
Department of English and Linguistics



• Under normal circumstances, the studies office of the Department 
of English and Linguistics welcomes all new students personally 
during fresher‘s week.
• This year, however, circumstances are not normal and fresher‘s 
week has been cancelled. 
• Nevertheless, we want to make your start into the new semester 
as easy as possible by giving you some important information.
• If you have any further questions, please send us an e-mail or 
come by during our office hours as soon as that is possible again.

Welcome!



•We will begin by giving you a few core data and 
bits of information about the Johannes Gutenberg 
University in general and the Department of 
English and Linguisitcs in particular:

Informationen zum Department!



Structure of the JGU

10 plus 2 Departments 

From „FB 01 Theology“ 

until „FB10 Biology“ 

plus the Hochschule für Musik

and the Kunsthochschule Mainz

Department 05 – Philosophy and 

Philology

7 Institutes/Seminares:

From ”D” as in Department of English 

and Linguistics

until “R” was in Romance Languages



Department of 
English and Linguistics

Englisch Studies Linguistics

General Linguistics
Language Typology

American Studies

English Literature and Culture

English Linguistics

Fachdidaktik (TEFL)

Subjects within the Department



Chairs  in the English Department

American Studies
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Banerjee (Sekr. C. Plicht)
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Scheiding (Sekr. A. Vollrath)
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Schäfer (Sekr. A. Vollrath)

English Literature and Culture
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Müller-Wood (Sekr. S. Wächter)
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Emig (Sekr. S. Wächter)

English Linguistics
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Mondorf (Sekr. C. Dinger)
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wagner (Sekr. C. Dinger)

Teaching English as a Foreign Language
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Meyer (Sekr. C. Dinger)



Executive Management

•The executive manager changes annually. Currently, it is

•Executive Manager:
•Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wagner
•And her
•Assistance:
•Gabriele Mohr



http://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/
All important information about the Department, 
classes, exams, doctor‘s notes, counselling etc., can be 
found on our homepage. You should ALWAYS resort to 
this page first because this page is always updated. If 
you merely google for information, you may be linked 
to an outdated page that still circulates the internet but 
is no longer monitored.



http://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/

On our main webpage, you will find an alphabetical list of the 
most frequently asked questions and problems as well as 
important forms to download (doctor‘s note, exam cover page 
etc.)



http://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/studium/

Ihre wichtigsten Ansprechpartner:

The gray field on the left-hand side contains 
several clusters of questions you may have.

In general, the Departmental Studies Office 
goes hand in hand with the Departmental 
Student Advisors.

http://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/studium/


The studies office consists of 
studies management, exams 
management and course 
registrations management. We are 
the managing cogwheel of student 
affairs in the department.



Our contact info, office hours, and fields of specialty can 
be found on the webpages of the Studies Office.

Where do you find information?



l

Dr. Sonja Georgi:
Beratung speziell für Dijon-
Studierende und Frühstudierende

The second cogwheel is 
made up by the student 
advisors who are all 
lecturers in the department 
and do anything from 
recognizing foreign credits 
to giving general student 
advice.



Studienfachberater
You will find information on the student counsellors online as well



http://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/
On the page, you will also find a plethory of information 
about studying in the Department of English and 
Linguistics at JGU.



http://www.english-and-linguistics.uni-mainz.de/

On the list to the left, you will find our FAQs. 
Please check this list first to see if your 
question has already been answered. If it 
hasn‘t, go ahead and contact ONE of us at a 
time.



Any questions?



• Students with disabilities, recognized and attested attention deficits or 
chronic diseases will – upon single case verification through the 

examinations board – receive assistance (= Nachteilsausgleich).

• Students seeking such support, should contact Dr. Feyerabend in the 
studies office.

• Students with disabilities or chronic disease, will furthermore find support at 
JGU’s “Barrierefrei”-service office (http://www.barrierefrei.uni-mainz.de/) 

where they can find counselling, specialized tools (such as Braille readers), 
personal assistance on campus, or rooms for exams.

“Nachteilsausgleich”
Compensation for disabilities

Students with chronic diseases or 
handicaps should report to the studies 
office so we can inform you of possible 
steps to take for compensating 
disadvantages. 
In addition, „Barrierefrei“ offers on-
campus tools, assistance, and exam 
rooms to assist such students. 

http://www.barrierefrei.uni-mainz.de/


• Likewise, students with young children will find support, such as in finding 
and registering for courses that are compatible with child care.

• Students needing such support should get in touch with Ms. Scheufler or Dr. 
Feyerabend and hand in their children’s birth certificates and we will explain 
the process to you.

• Department 05 also offers a parent-child room, in which parents can change 
diapers or feed their children, but may also study while their child is playing 
nearby.

• The family service office of JGU counsels students with children on many 
such aspects: https://www.familienservice.uni-mainz.de/studieren-mit-kind/

“Gleichstellung”
Compensation for studying parents

We also offer assistance with registration 
to parents with little children. If you have 
small children, please see Frau Scheufler 
or Frau Feyerabend and bring the birth 
certificates.

https://www.familienservice.uni-mainz.de/studieren-mit-kind/


Information session on the possibilities of 
exchanges usually take place during the winter 
semesters. Please pay attention to 
announcements and advertisements then.

The department also offers various exchange 
programs to study abroad. Please get infromed 
about these early in your studies as it usually 
takes a year from the application to the actual 
travel abroad.  As not every application is 
successful, it is therefore advisable to start 
applying early on to have at least two chances of 
applying to one of these programs…



Extracurricular Activities
www.fachschaft.englisch.uni-mainz.de

The student body (Fachschaft)
organizes extracurricular
activities for students,
counsels students on various
problems, but it is also THE  
political body of English
language students. 
Through the Fachschaft, 
students can participate in 
various important committees
(exams board, directive board, 
elective boards, allocating new
professorships, etc.) and thus, 
really help create their own
learning environment.

Therefore, it is very important that as many students as
possible become active members in the Fachschaft. So, 
please get in touch with the Fachschaft and see, what
possibilities you have to make a change at JGU‘s DEL.



Extracurricular Activities
These activities also take place in the department. . .

• Day-Old Theater/English theater group
• Authentic Voices/english choir
• Facebook-group
• Bar hop?!
• first semester excursions?!
• English language Stammtisch?!
• Book fairs etc....?!

the more students are willing to work in the Fachschaftsrat 
(English student body), the more fun activities they can 
organize...!

Pay attention to announcements and posters, mail to the 
Fachschaft and join in the fun!

All of these fun 
activities have lain 
dormant in recent 
years as so few 
students were 
interested in working 
in the Fachschat. So, if 
you‘d like to see such 
events take place in the 
department, don‘t 
hesitate and join the 
Fachschaft!



One last thing – university correspondence: how to...

1. Please do think first of whom your question concerns? (this also and 
especially applies if the Studierendensekretariat merely asks you to see 
“the studies office”):

• a lecturer?

• a student counsellor?

• course management?

• exams management?

• does your question concern BAföG?

2. NEVER google (often obsolete) addresses but search through our 
(always updated) websites

3. NEVER (!) write to several persons simultaneously

4. Stay polite and informative … (a practical example follows…)



By: The.Cat@reddwarf.co.uk
To: dozentin@uni-mainz.de
Conc.: (kein Betreff)

Hey,

What’s with the grades?

M. Meier

Always use a precise term or terms

Dear Herr/Frau …,

Sincerely,
Full name (if your name does not indicate your 
gender or is foreign, that would be appreciated 
as well)

ØAlways give your course of studies/combination of subjects and your 
matriculation number
ØActivate the forwarding of Jogustine-messages to your students account 
in the Message Center to speed up the information flow.

On the left you see a mail as it was received by the studies office. 
On the right, you see how it would be correct.

Which course are you referring to?
What exactly do you need?
Be polite and precise

f.e., meier015@students.uni-mainz.de



Dann herzlich Willkommen und einen guten 
Start im DEL an der JGU in Mainz!


