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Themenliste 
 
Neben dem zugehörigen Kapitel aus dem Buch Scarcity – Why Having Too Little Means So Much sind die 
angegebenen Texte Einstiegstexte in Ihr Thema. Wir gehen davon aus, dass Sie im Laufe der Themenbear-
beitung weitere Literatur finden und in Ihre Arbeit einbeziehen. 
 
Entwickeln Sie aus den angegebenen Texten zunächst eine geeignete Forschungsfrage mit ökonomischem 
Fokus, die Ihre Bachelorarbeit beantworten soll. Erstellen Sie dann eine Gliederung / Struktur Ihrer Arbeit, die 
geeignet ist, diese Forschungsfrage zu erörtern. Diese Gliederung wird dann in der Sprechstunde am 23. Mai 
diskutiert. Das Exposé soll dann eine ausgearbeitete Darstellung der Struktur Ihrer Bachelorarbeit beinhalten, 
inklusive der Fragestellung, der Vorgehensweise und der Angaben zur jeweils verwendeten Literatur. In Ihrer 
Präsentation im Blockseminar am 26. + 27. Juni sollen Sie Ihren Kommilitonen Ihre Forschungsfrage und Ihre 
Vorgehensweise zur Beantwortung kurz vorstellen sowie eine erste Darstellung der Ergebnisse geben, die 
eine Diskussion zum Thema anregt. In Ihrer Bachelorarbeit erfolgt schließlich die wissenschaftlich ausführli-
che Erörterung der Forschungsfrage, die mit einem Fazit und einer kritischen Bewertung abzuschließen ist.  
 
Folgende Themen stehen zur Auswahl: 
 

1. Focusing and Tunneling: The positive and negative effects of scarcity 

 D. Ariely and K. Wertenbroch, „Procastrination, Deadlines, and Performance: Self-Control by 
Precommitment,“ Psychological Science 13, no. 3 (2002):219-24 

 X. Giné, R. Townsend, and J. Vickery, “Patterns of Rainfall Insurance Participation in Rural In-
dia,” The World Bank Economic Review 22, no. 3 (2008): 539-66 

 A. Aizer, “Low Take-Up in Medicaid: Does Outreach Matter and for Whom?” The American 
Economic Review 93, no. 2 (2003): 238-41 

 

2. The Bandwith Tax: How scarcity affects our mind 

 A. Mani, S. Mullainathan, E. Shafir, and J. Zhao, “Poverty Impedes Cognitive Function” (work-
ing paper, 2012) 

 R.F. Baumeister, J.M. Twenge, and C.K. Nuss, “ Effects of Social Exclusion on Cognitive Pro-
cesses: Anticipated Aloneness Reduces Intelligent Thought,” Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology 83, no.4 (2002): 817 
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3. Packing and Slack: The luxury of being free to choose 

 G Antonides, I. Manon de Groot, and W. Fred van Raaij, “Mental Budgeting and the Manage-
ment of Household Finance,” Journal of Economic Psychology 32, no. 4 (2011): 546-55 

 A. Banerjee and S. Mullainathan, The Shape of Temptation: Implications for the Economic 
Lives of the Poor (Working Paper No. w15973, National Bureau of Economic Research, 2010) 

 
4. Expertise: How difficult it is to act economically rational 

 A. Tversky and D. Kahneman, „The Framing of Decisions and the Psychology of Choice,“ 
Science 211, no.4481 (1981): 453-58 

 J. Goldin and T. Homonoff, “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: Cigarette Tax Salience and Regressivi-
ty,” American Economic Journal: Economic Policy 5, no. 1 (February 2013): 302-36 

 E. Shafir and R.H. Thaler, “Invest Now, Drink Later, Spend Never: On the Mental Accounting  
of Delayed Consumption,” Journal of Economic Psychology 27 (2006): 694-712 

 
5. Borrowing and Myopia: A vicious cycle for the poor 

 A. Shah, S. Mullainathan , and Eldar Shafir, „Some Consequences of Having Too Little,“ Sci-
ence 338 (2013): 682-85 

 S. Frederick and G. Loewenstein, “Time Discounting and Time Preferences: A Critical Re-
view,” Journal of Economic Literature (2002) 

 

6. The Scarcity Trap: Missing willpower as a fundamental handicap 

 M. Faye and S. Mullainathan, „Demand and Use of Credit in Rural India: An Experimental 
Analysis“ (working paper, Harvard University, 2008) 

 M. Murhaven and R.F. Baumeister, “Self-Regulation and Depletion of Limited Resources: 
Does Self-Control Resemble a Muscle?” Psychological Bulletin 126, no. 2 (2000): 247-59 
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7. Poverty: A behavioral problem rooted in early childhood? 

 C. Paxson and J. Waldfogel, “Work, Welfare, and Child Maltreatment,” Journal of Labor Eco-
nomics 20, no. 3 (July 2002): 435-74 

 R.L. Repetti, “Short-Term and Long-Term Processes Linking Job Stressors to Father-Child In-
teraction,” Social Development 3, no. 1 (2006): 1-15 

 Clancy Blair et al., “ Salivary Cortisol Mediates Effects of Poverty and Parenting on Executive 
Functions in Early Childhood,” Childhood Development 82, no. 6 (Nov/Dec 2011): 1970-84 

 
8. Improving the Lives of the Poor: Designing environments which pardon mistakes 

 M. Bertand, S. Mullainathan, and E. Shafir, “A Behavioral-Economics View of Poverty,” Ameri-
can Economic Review (2004): 419-23 

 S. Baird, J. De Hoop, and B. Ozler, “Income Shocks and Adolescent Mental Health,” World 
Bank Policy Research Working Paper Series, no. 5644 (2011) 

 J. Ludwig et al., “Neighborhood Effects on the Long-Term Well-Being of Low-Income Adults,” 
Science 337 (Sept. 2012): 1505-10 

 
9. Managing Scarcity in Organizations: Why perfect efficiency is not always the best option 

 D. Coviello, A. Ichino, and N. Persico, “Don’t Spread Yourself Too Thin: The Impact of Task 
Juggling on Workers’ Speed of Job Completion” ( National Bureau of Economic Research 
Working Paper No. 16502, 2010) 

 Tom DeMarco, Slack: Getting Past Burnout, Busywork, and the Myth of Total Efficiency (Ger-
man Version at JGU Library: “Spielräume: Projektmanagement jenseits von Burn-Out, Stress 
und Effizienzwahn”) 

 

10. Scarcity in Everyday Life: How simple ideas are able to improve our living conditions 

 R.H. Thaler and S. Benartzi, “Save More Tomorrow: Using Behavioral Economics to Increase 
Employee Saving,” Journal of Political Economy 112, no. S1 (2004): 164-87 

 E. Duflo, M. Kremer, and J. Robinson, Nudging Farmers to Use Fertilizers: Theory and Exper-
imental Evidence from Kenya (No. w15131, National Bureau of Economic Research, 2009) 

 D. Ariely and K. Wertenbroch, “Procrastination, Deadlines, and Performance: Self-Control by 
Precommitment,” Psychological Science 13, no. 3 (2002): 219-24 

 


